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The Question in Debate. 


The winter nights will soon be 
here, and arrangements should be 
made by all Secretaries of Libraries, 
Social Institutes, Adult Schools, 
Debating Societies, P.S.A.’s and 
Brotherhoods to arrange for an in- 
teresting series of debates. 

Nothing so much interests men, 
and nothing is so useful for the 
training of speakers. It is in these 
Debating Societies that Social Ques- 
tions should be discussed —these 
are of supreme importance and 
interest. 

The great question for each Sec- 
retary, however, is to decide: What 
shall we debate? This question 
can be answered at once bya glance 
at PUBLIC OPINION, the well- 
known weekly review of current 
thought and activity, which for 
nearly half a century has been used 
for this very purpose in all parts of 
the world. 

Each week’s PUBLIC OPINION 
gives a series of subjects for debate. 
It not only gives subjects, but puts 
the questions to be answered, and 
furnishes a multitude of facts and 
opinions with which speeches can be 
made on all sides. No other paper 
gives so much valuable information 
on all the great topics of the day. 
It presents the cream of all the best 
thought in the best papers and 
magazines and books. A pamphlet 
cn“ How to Start Debating Circles,” 
sent on receipt of a penny stamp. 

Every week lengthy and informing 
summaries of two of the most im- 
portant books are given, so that in 
the course of a year the reader is 


put in possession, by direct quota- 
tion, of the main features of over 
one hundred books. In fact, the 
information contained in this paper 
could not be obtained in any other 
way without the expenditure of 
many pounds. 

A paper like PUBLIC OPINION 
instructs men, fills them with new 
ideas, and makes useful citizens of 
them. The paper deals not only 
with political and social questions, 
but with religious problems and all 
topics in which intelligent men 
take an interest. 

The scope of PUBLIC 
OPINION, so far as the Editor is 
concerned, may very well be put in 
Ruskin’s words : 

“Tf any journal would limit 
itself to statements of well-sifted 
fact, making itself not a ‘news’ 
paper but an ‘olds’ paper, and 
giving its statements sifted and 
true, like old wine, as soon as 
things could be knownaccurately 
and choosing also of the many 
things that might be known those 
which it was most vital to 
know, and summing them in few 
words of pure English—I cannot 
say whether it would ever pay to 
sell it, but I am sure it would 
pay well to read it, and to read 
no other.” 

PUBLIC OPINION seeks to 
carry out Ruskin’s ideal— to infuse 
among the people correct informa- 
tion on all interesting subjects, to 
inculcate just principles in religion, 
morals, and politics, and to cultivate 
a taste for sound literature. 


If a paper like this interests you, write for a 
Free Specimen Copy to the Manager of 


“Public Opinion, 
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THE BRIGHTON CONFERENCE, 


oo 


HE 31st annual meeting of the Library Association passed off 
very comfortably at Brighton, and if nothing particularly 
momentous occurred affecting librarianship, everybody enjoyed 

the various entertainments and the breezy weather. Brighton certainly 
deserved the title to breeziness which it claims, because it was stormy 
nearly every night or early morning during the run of the Conference, 
and members must be congratulated on the lucky manner in which it 
was found possible to dodge the showers. 

The attendance was one of the largest, if not quite the largest 
on record, and there were more ladies present than usual. A number 
of prominent members were absent, but a compensating feature of the 
meeting was the large attendance of young and new members. Many 
members arrived on the Saturday previous to the opening of the Con- 
ference, but a majority of those from the North remained in London 
for the week-end in order to see the Franco-British Exhibition. The 
proceedings of the Conference actually commenced on Monday, August 
24th, with a visit to the new Carnegie Library building at Hove, when 
a large party attended and were shown over the various departments by 
Mr. Lister and his staff. The visitors were received by the Mayor of 
Hove, and other members of the Council and Library Committee, and 
tea was served from 4 to 6 p.m. The arrangements of the library were 
very much admired, and the open-access lending department received 
particular attention. The people of Hove must be congratulated upon 
the possession of such a handsome addition to the attractions of the 
town, and Mr. Lister upon having such a well-arranged and easily- 
worked library. On the same evening the Mayor of Brighton gave a 
reception at the Public Library and Art Gallery buildings, and on behalf 
of the town and local Reception Committee, officially welcomed the 
Library Association to Brighton. This function was well attended, and 
the members had an opportunity of viewing the library, art gallery and 
museum, as well as listening to the music and other entertainments 
provided. As many of the delegates were staying at the Royal York 
Hotel, the headquarters of the meeting, it is only necessary to mention 
that a number of anecdote and discussion circles were formed in the 
various lounges and smoke-rooms, at which the usual reminiscences 
were recounted till the small hours of the morning. 

The first session for the discussion of papers took place on 
Tuesday morning in the Royal Pavilion, when the president, Mr. C. 
Thomas-Stanford, M.A., F.S.A., delivered his address, which was 
chiefly on the extension of library activities. Next came a paper on 
“Fiction in the Public Library,” by Mr. A. O. Jennings, LL.B., 
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which was very much discussed, and out of which arose the resolutions 
printed in another part of this number. As is the invariable practice 
when this subject is discussed, nearly every speaker made the mistake 
of dealing with library work as a whole, instead of confining his remarks 
to the /ending department only. The one practical contribution to a 
rambling, aimless and unprofitable discussion was Mr. Jast’s common- 
sense statement, based upon the facts as they exist, that the alleged 
over-reading of fiction is a gross exaggeration. The afternoon session 
was devoted to a report on the “ Net Books Question,” by Mr. W. W. 
Topley, of Croydon, which was rather a farce, as discussion was not 
allowed. Why such a report should have been submitted to the 
Library Association at all is rather a mystery, considering that Mr, 
Topley and his colleagues on the special committee on net books have 
not yet formally reported to the original Conference of library authorities 
by whom they wereappointed. The effect of muddling up the Library 
Association with an entirely different body in this way, has been to 
raise much ill-feeling and misunderstanding in the minds of the book- 
sellers and publishers of the country, and it is to be hoped that, if this 
question is to be pursued any further, the proceedings will be conducted 
in a more orderly and consistent manner. A paper on the “ Interior 
Decoration of Libraries,” by Messrs. Walter and Grinling, opened new 
ground, but the treatment of the subject was rather too much on 
esthetic lines to be helpful. No doubt when printed its suggestions 
will appear more practical. Later in the afternoon a visit was paid to 
the Booth Museum, where the members had an opportunity of 
inspecting the magnificent collection of British birds and their nests 
and eggs. Here tea was served, and a vote of thanks was passed to the 
entertainers. In the evening the Mayor and Mayoress of Brighton 
received the members at an evening party in the grounds of the Royal 
Pavilion, which were beautifully illuminated for the occasion. The 
municipal orchestra performed a programme of good music, and an 
effective refreshment tent added to the charms of the open-air enter- 
tainment. This party was one of the most enjoyable of the many 
functions to which the Conference were invited. 

The proceedings on Wednesday, August 26th, were somewhat 
crowded, but everything was gone through in time. In the morning, 
Mr. Cyril Davenport lectured pleasantly on “ English Embroidered 
Bookbindings,” and illustrated his remarks by means of an artistic and 
beautiful series of lantern slides. Later, the ‘‘ Report of the Special 
Committee on Registration” was considered, and for this a score of 
members of the Library Assistants’ Association came from London 
to take part in the proceedings. After some flowery talk and the display 
of a very ominous rift in the lute, the usual pious resolution was passed 
by a large majority, of whom many were ladies and others not entitled 
to vote at all, relegating the whole subject to the tender mercies of the 
Council of the L.A. The rift alluded to was a very sharp division of 
opinion as to membership of the L.A. being made a condition of registra- 
tion, and this will no doubt crop up again in a more direct and pressing 
form, if the whole subject is not discreetly consigned to the limbo of 
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things better left alone. It is very doubtful what the result would 
have been had a vote been taken at the meeting on this question of 
L.A. membership. A most successful garden party filled up the after- 
noon. This was given by the president and Mrs. Thomas-Stanford, in 
their beautiful home at Preston Manor, and was attended by a large 
number of guests. An exhibition of some of the treasures of Mr. 
Thomas-Stanford’s private collections of early printing and pictures was 
on view, and created great interest. The annual business meeting took 
place at 7 p.m. in the Permanent Art Gallery, which was also arranged 
for the Popular Lantern Lecture to be given by Mr. Jast at 8.30. Mr. 
Barrett, of Glasgow, was called to the chair, and after some formal 
business had been transacted, it was announced that Mr. A. O. Jennings, 
of Brighton, had been elected a vice-president in place of Mr. Hulme, 
resigned. Some discussion took place in connection with the annual 
report, but it was eventually passed with some slight amendments. Mr. 
Dent then moved the same resolution which was rejected at Glasgow 
last year, providing for the establishment of fixed quarterly council 
meetings, and giving six members power to adjourn any business 
brought forward at intermediate meetings with which they did not 
agree. Some rather acrimonious discussion resulted, during which two 
worthy town councillors lost their tempers, and when Mr. Baker’s amend- 
ment to cut out the veto was rejected, the meeting had to move to another 
room in order to make way for the public who were waiting to hear 
Mr. Jast’s lecture. The adjournment having been proposed by Mr. 
Brown, of Islington, the chairman called upon him to move an amend- 
ment, which he did, Mr. Dent concurring. He pointed out that six 
was rather a small number to exercise a veto in a council of over fifty 
members, and proposed to substitute twelve instead. This was carried 
by an overwhelming majority, in spite of protests from Councillor 
Abbott, of Manchester, and after a modification excluding accounts from 
the operation of the veto, Mr. Dent’s proposal was adopted as a 
substantive resolution. The usual votes of thanks to the local authorities 
and entertainers closed a business meeting which at one time looked 
remarkably like ending in a free fight. 

In spite of a considerable amount of noise in the early part of the 
evening, caused by members moving to and from the business meeting, 
Mr. Jast’s lecture on the “ Work of British Municipal Libraries ” was a 
great success. It was attentively listened to by 200 or 300 Brighton 
townsfolk, as well as a large number of L.A. delegates, and proved not 
only interesting but amusing. Mr. Jast gave some valuable statistical 
diagrams by way of introduction, which rather shattered the arguments 
of the pessimistic anti-fictionists, and followed this up by a brief 
historical summary of the library movement, and a series of descriptive 
notes on many library buildings and their chief departments. The 
lantern slides were chiefly those used by Mr. Brown, of Islington, for his 
lectures in Belgium, and they were a thoroughly representative and 
attractive lot. It is proposed to give this public lecture at every annual 
meeting of the L.A. as part of the proceedings, and if possible, duplicate 
sets of slides will be provided and lent, together with Mr. Jast’s lecture 
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as a basis, for use in any part of the country. The influence of such 
public lectures on the library movement cannot fail to be beneficial, and 
helpful in some degree as a corrective of erroneous press anti-library 
paragraphs. 

The chief feature of the third morning session on Thursday, 
August 27th, was Alderman Plummer’s paper entitled “ Personal 
Impressions of American Libraries.” This was a most instructive, 
poetical and humorous address, and, froma professional standpoint, the 
paper of the Conference. It is somewhat remarkable that the two best 
papers of the meeting in every respect should have been contributed 
by Messrs. Jennings and Plummer, both members of library com- 
mittees. It would be unfair to attempt to summarize a paper so full 
of observation, information and suggestion, and it will be best for our 
readers to read it in full when it appears in the pages of the Z.A. 
Record. One comment may, however, be made, as showing the 
extraordinary change brought about in professional opinion within the 
past few years. When the alderman referred to the provision of news- 
papers in libraries as being outside their functions, and told his 
audience that open access was to be installed experimentally in a new 
branch at Manchester, both statements were received with loud 
applause, and methods considered revolutionary a few years ago were 
thus acclaimed as well within the region of every-day practice. The 
remainder of the session was occupied with a series of reports on the 
work of the various committees of the L.A. Council, none of which 
were particularly enthralling or novel. 

The afternoon session was devoted to the discussion of two well- 
worn and stale, if interesting topics—‘ Library Co-operation,” by Dr. 
E, A. Baker, and “Schemes for Village Libraries,” by J. Wilson Brown, 
of Kendal, and A. W. Kemp, of Newport, Isle of Wight. The most 
notable point about Dr. Baker's paper is that it illustrates in quite an 
interesting manner the persistent longevity of a good idea. Messrs. 
Philip, of Gravesend; and Baker, of Woolwich, each claim some novelty 
as discoverers of the idea of co-operation among libraries, but a casual 
reference to the history of the topic easily disposes of any such preten- 
sion. Early in the sgth century an anonymous pamphlet was issued, 
urging the establishment of libraries in the metropolis and advocating 
co-operative work among them. Between that and the formation of 
the Metropolitan Libraries Committee, no doubt other proposals were 
made ; but the work of this committee, though primarily intended to 
secure the adoption of the Libraries Acts by London vestries, also 
considered such obvious matters as co-operation between districts. 
Then about 1890, Mr. Brown, when at Clerkenwell, read a paper before 
a monthly meeting of the Library Association in which he advocated 
the preparation of a union list of periodicals in the London libraries ; 
the establishment of a magazine for publishing news and lists of 
accessions ; the opening of a bindery for the joint use of London 
libraries ; combination for catalogue printing ; and the interchange of 
books and borrowers. This paper, long since forgotten, was treated as a 
huge joke, and only Mr. Chivers, the bookbinder, saw any possibilities 
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underlying the proposals. Next came Mr. Mason, at the time librarian 
of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, with another proposal for more centralized 
control, and then Mr. Inkster, of Battersea, produced his scheme for the 
interchange of borrowers’ tickets in the Metropolitan area. More 
recently we had Mr. Sidney Webb’s proposals, followed by those of 
Mr. McKillop, and rather earlier, Mr. Brown’s paper in the Zidrary 
suggesting the utilization of all the library resources of London by means 
of a simple plan involving a small Government grant. After all this 
preparation of the ground we have the revivals of Messrs. Philip and 
Baker, which simply suggest machinery for carrying out some of the 
proposals. After so much spade work, a crop should surely be forth- 
coming. 

The annual dinner took place in the evening in the Banqueting 
Room of the Royal Pavilion, and there was a good attendance, a good 
dinner, and the uswa/ speeches. However, some music helped to make 
them bearable ! 

On Friday, August 28th, an enjoyable excursion was made to 
Arundel Castle, and on Saturday a number of members visited East- 
bourne, and were entertained by Councillor Wright, chairman of the 
Library Committee there. The visit included a drive to Beachy Head, 
and Mr. Fovargue, the town clerk, and Mr. Hardcastle, the librarian, 
were unremitting in their endeavours to make the visit a complete 
success. On a smaller scale, Miss Frost, the librarian, entertained a 
party at Worthing, and showed her visitors the new Carnegie building 
and the temporary premises where the work of converting the library to 
the open-access system is being conducted. The visitors were par- 
ticularly struck with the elegant and effective official overall designed 
for the staff while on duty, an artistic dark-green structure trimmed with 
white and gold braid, which is handsome and attractive without in the 
least resembling uniform. With all respect for Alderman Plummer’s 
opinion as to the superior attractiveness and ability of the American 
women-librarians, those who visited Worthing are prepared to match 
the Worthing staff for similar qualities against an equal number of 
American women-librarians selected by the alderman or anyone deputed 
by him! 

It would be an ungracious neglect of duty if this scrappy series of 
impressions of the Brighton Conference were to omit any mention of 
the splendid and complete manner in which everything was organized. 
Mr. H. D. Roberts, on whom most of the work fell, efficiently supported 
by his staff, spared no effort to provide for every contingency, and the 
result was a first-class demonstration of business ability in every detail. 
Mr. Roberts had anticipated everything likely to be wanted, and by his 
programmes, announcements, cards and other minutia, secured a first 
place for the best-directed Conference on record. The thanks of every- 
one who attended the Conference are due to Mr. Roberts for his hard 
and intelligent work, and also to the Brighton staff and the Local 
Reception Committee. 

With his usual practical common-sense, Mr. Roberts had arranged 
for an exhibition of library appliances, and this was held in the Royal 
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Pavilion, along with the Best Books collection, ina room adjoining the 
meeting halls. The show of Best Books arranged by Mr. H. V. Hopwood, 
of the Patent Office, was very good, and Mr. Hopwood has certainly 
earned a great meed of appreciation for his tireless efforts in connection 
with this exhibit. Messrs. Lucy, of Oxford, showed some new rolling 
metal book-stacks ; Mr. A. W. Lambert had an attractive stand con- 
taining some novelties ; and Libraco, Ltd., showed a large number of 
desks, card cabinets, library appliances and other useful articles. At 
the Royal York Hotel, Mr. Chivers had a very fine display of all kinds 
of bindings, and librarians are strongly recommended to get particulars 
of his new and effective method of guarding single leaves of books. 

As already announced, next year’s Conference will be held at 
Sheffield, to which Alderman Brittain cordially invited the Library 
Association ; and it is probable that the meeting in 1910 will be held 
at Exeter. Members will also have an opportunity in that year of 
attending the International Library Conference and visiting the great 
Exhibition at Brussels. 


LECTURES ON LITERARY HISTORY. 


HE classes on Literary History, 1800-1850, at King’s College, will 
begin on Wednesday October 7th, at 7 p.m. As Professor 
Gollancz, who takes a deep interest in the welfare of library 

assistants, has arranged this course expressly for their benefit, it is to be 
hoped that his kindness will meet with a hearty response, and that 
there will be a much larger number of entries than last year. As 
announced on p. 156, the lectures by Miss Belgrave will begin the 
same day at 3 o’clock, at the Women’s department of King’s College. 


LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS. 
R. Pollard’s lectures on Bibliography, and Mr. Brown’s on 
Library Economy, will begin on October 7th. Students 
should send in their names at once. 


CORRESPONDENCE CLASSES. 


ORRESPONDENCE Classes in Cataloguing (Mr. Prideaux) ; 

Library Organization (Mr. Savage); and Library Routine 

(Mr. Rae), will begin about October. Particulars may be 

obtained from these three gentlemen. It is intended that in future the 

classes shall extend over about double the time, that is twenty weeks 

instead of ten, and that about a fortnight should be allowed for the 
issue and return of each set of papers. 


| 
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THE GREAT FICTION BORE. 


ITH the very best intentions, no doubt, Mr. A. O. Jennings, of 

Brighton, in his paper on “ Fiction reading in Public Libraries,” 

read before the Library Association, has only succeeded in 
accomplishing the same results as all his predecessors, namely, stirring 
up a great deal of profitless discussion and spreading erroneous informa- 
tion about municipal library work all over the country. Every time 
the subject is discussed in public, the same lofty platitudes concerning 
novels are uttered by the same solemn bores, and the newspaper men 
are utterly misled, both as to the quantity and quality of fiction circu- 
lated and supplied by Public Libraries. In justice to Mr. Jennings, it 
must be said he made it quite clear that he was dealing with the lending 
departments alone, but the incautious speeches of other speakers give 
the impression that the whole operations of Public Libraries were 
under consideration. This latter view has been accepted by the 
majority of the newspapers of the country, and the imprudent remarks 
of speakers who ought to know better have had the effect of spreading 
the belief in the public mind that municipal libraries supply all the 
immoral, feeble, and ephemeral novels which pour from the press. 
There are before us at this moment about fifty newspaper comments on 
the fiction question, and in nearly every instance it is assumed, because 
of the reckless and ill-considered speeches at Brighton, that municipal 
libraries stock in profusion books like Glyn’s Three Weeks, and 
Wales’ Zhe Yoke, and similar unsavoury modern productions, as 
well as all the fictional sculduddery from the time of Petronius to the 
latest French boulevard-shocker. Here are a few of such comments, 
for which Mr. Jennings and others are entirely responsible, because 
no one could read the reports of the debates without concluding that 
novels were chiefly read in Public Libraries, and many of those of the 
very lowest class :— 


Pall Mall Gasette. 


‘For the literary man and the man of culture there is certainly no more 
dismal event of the year than the conference of the Library Association, which 
returns with an inveterate pessimism to the subject of worthless fiction. The 
libraries are flooded with this like the shops, and all such talk among librarians 
comes to nothing. To us it seems that Public Libraries will some day be 
driven to make a more heroic choice than has yet been considered. They must 
either in the end be educational honestly, ond eneiy no reading matter that is 
less than classical, or they must accept the situation, and exist, like so many 
authors and publishers, to amuse a public that has little of either education or 
taste. Instead of facing that alternative, the librarians in annual session debate 
like a Y.M.C.A. improvement class the value of fiction as a form of literature, or 
dabble in idle and makeshift proposals that they should buy no novels under a 
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year old. This latter idea is quite inept. By the very state of things they 
suffer from so tamely, some worthless books survive for a year or two and some 
good books die in the first month.” 


Yorkshire Daily Observer, Bradford. 


“ The fine lady who spends all her waking hours upon the couch in reading 
the latest novels—consuming upon an average one romance per diem—rarely 
develops into an intellectual athlete, and may sometimes resort to worse stimu- 
lants. Nor is she precisely the person for whom the public should provide out 
of the rates so large a supply of literary pabulum. There are circulating 
libraries at which she can get precisely what she wants, and her exclusive 
devotion to unproductive employment seems to show that she is not quite a fit 
object for public charity, but ought to be well content to pay her own annual or 
quarterly subscription."’ 


Dundee Advertiser. 


** Ephemeral literature may still have a recreative value, using the word in 

the strict sense of enabling the tissues of the body to restore themselves. Our 
int is that the section of the people who absorb greedily the kind of literature 
which the librarians say should not be supplied to them will resort to some plan 
of sponging up their restlessness, and it is very probable that if the mental grog 
shop is closed to them they will find what they want in the other grog shop. 
Nor is it sufficient to say that those who find their mental grog in ephemeral 
literature should find it in the classic fiction. It would be nice if they would." 


The Scotsman, Edinburgh. 


“It may be taken as unchallengeable that the promoters of the Public 
Library movement did not meditate the provision at the cost of the rates for lax 
and lazy young people of the latest sensational novels. The idea was to provide 
elevating or instructive reading for the serious-minded. But it is difficult to 
read the library returns without feeling that the idea has failed utterly of 
realization. . . . Are the rates being misused to provide degenerate juvenility 
with the means for further degeneracy? For it cannot be denied that a vast 
amount of the fiction produced to-day is frivolous, decadent, salacious, and even 
grossly immoral in its teaching. . . . Under the pressure of the competition of 
a class of writers inspired with a looser moral and literary code, there is a 
tendency to deal with unhealthy subjects,and to make interesting, and even 
fascinating to innocent minds, phases of life which the older novelists shunned. 
It is almost out of fashion now to begin with a tale of love-making, and to end 
to the sound of the wedding-bells. The ‘romance’ is apt to begin after marriage 
and to terminate with a decree nisi in the Divorce Court. And the subjects 
discussed and depicted are such as most people with their eyes open can form 
opinions about for themselves, but which they do not deliberately raise in the 
home or at the table. This offensive aspect of many latter-day novels, illustra- 
ting the disposition, which even in private life the late Professor Jowett 
deprecated, of ‘digging into the roots of the marriage question,’ reinforces the 
argument of those who are disposed to condemn the present use of the privilege 
of free books as discrediting the real purpose of the Public Library move- 
ment. . . . If there is any definite moral it is that the public rates should be 
expended, not in encouraging a taste for the unwholesome, morbid, and vicious 
writing that is coming too freely upon the market, but in stimulating serious and 
beneficial reading.” 


North Mail, Newcastle. 
‘‘ The desire for fiction has never been greater than it is to-day, and no 
effort on the part of Public Libraries will succeed in distracting that desire. 
We thoroughly agree that novels which, by common consent, are notoriously 
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pornographic should be excluded. But good, healthy fiction—the flood of 
which continues uninterruptedly—is as much a necessity, estimating necessity 
by demand, as biography or books of travel. Our attitude is that in this case 
the public should be allowed to call the tune.” 


Midland Evening News, Wolverhampton. 


‘*The Library Association has discovered to its intense horror that Public 
Libraries have become to all intents and purposes mere agencies for the dis- 
tribution of fiction. Returns received from eighty-eight Public Libraries show 
that the average proportion of fiction constitutes 67 per cent. of the total books 
taken out, and that in several towns the issues of fiction and juvenile literature 
together amount to go per cent. of the whole. . . . As a matter of fact, the con- 
centration of thought necessary for the intelligent study of the better class book 
would be impossible to them. Nor would they be to blame. The result would 
be that they would get cheaper and more trashy reading matter even than some 
of = which is most popular on the fiction shelves of the Public Library 
to-day."’ 


Morning Post, London. 


“« Anyone who enters the Public Library of a London Borough and watches 
for half-an-hour the books which are being taken out and the books which are 
being returned will see that the main demand is for fiction, sometimes ‘ classical,’ 
more often mediocre, sometimes beneath contempt, but almost invariably fiction. 
That was the burden of the complaint put forward in one of the papers read at 
yesterday’s Conference of the Library Association."’ 


Manchester Courier. 


‘“* We are glad that there is a chance of reform in the existing state of affairs, 
which wastes public money in providing sensational books of the most ephemeral 
description, to the ruin of any latent possibility of many users of these institu- 
tions developing a taste for literature. The resolution passed yesterday declared 
that ‘the function of Public Lending Libraries is to provide good literature, and 
that the same test must be applied to fiction as to other books.’ Consequently, 
the Library Association recommends that the fiction supplied should have 
proved its worth by attaining the position of classical literature. Such a 
recommendation is an honest confession of failure in the past, but whether or 
not the hands of the clock can be put back the future alone will decide. The 
taste of many users of the lending departments of Free Libraries, deplorable as 
it is, having become accustomed to its daily fare, will not easily be guided into 
worthier channels.”’ 


Western Daily Press, Bristol. 


“It is perfectly true that the demand for works of fiction at nearly all Public 
Libraries far exceeds the demand for volumes of a more educative and instructive 
character.’’ 


Birmingham Daily Gazette. 


“The practical question, however, is not what the people shall read but 
what kind of reading shall be provided for them at the expense of the ratepayer, 
and the immediate question is whether or not it is expedient for Public Libraries 
to cater for the public taste in ephemeral fiction. Our own city spends annually a 
sum approaching £20,000 on its Free Libraries. The exact proportion of the 
annual outlay which goes to provide the clients of the lending libraries with current 
fiction cannot be determined from any published statistics, but it is certainly a 
large portion, and it is very doubtful whether the benefit accruing to the com- 
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munity is commensurate. We do not desire to disparage the utility of fiction, 
even of the inferior class, as a means of educating the emotions and sentiments. 
On the contrary, we regard the novel as an educative agency of the highest 
possible importance. But it must be remembered that the influence of fiction 
may be for good or for evil, and that no adequate system of censorship has yet 
been invented or is likely to be invented. If it were possible by the exercise of 
a strict supervision over the novels placed in our Public Libraries to bring some 
considerable influence to bear in the direction of elevating public taste, then 
the end would certainly justify the means.” 


Nottingham Daily Guardian. 


“ At the same time there is a considerable body of ephemeral fiction that is 
sitively harmful, and these books should be rigorously excluded from Public 
ibraries. But with objectionable volumes banned the range of choice should be 
as wide as possible, for a library, like a theatre, is a place of recreation or 
instruction according to the taste of the patron, and the bill of fare should be as 
varied and attractive as possible. There is no power to —— people to read 
standard works if they are otherwise minded, and the fact had better be acknow- 
ledged, much though we may regret the lack of desireon the part of the reader.” 


Dublin Daily Express. 


“A large majority of those who make use of the Public Lending Libraries 
in the United Kingdom utterly decline to read elevating books. All the 
evidence goes to show that they read little but fiction, and that much, if not 
most, of the fiction read is trash. This is not a very comfortable reflection, 
though, of course, much of its practical importance depends on the degree of 
trashiness that characterises the books to which the libraries and their readers 
descend. No one will deny that much of the so-called literature of the present 
day is utterly unfit for circulation through the medium of a library, and it must 
often be a difficult matter to draw the line between that which is positively 
noxious and that against which nothing worse can be alleged than a total lack of 
any sort of merit.” 


Blackpool Herald. 


“It might be possible at the same time to compile a general catalogue of 
the books which ought to be kept in all the Free Libraries in the Kingdom ; nor 
would it be unreasonable to insist that, until every missing gap had been filled 
up, the expenditure on fiction should be curtailed. Were this done, Free 
Libraries would gradually cease to be open to the reproach of providing too 
much for the foolish cravings of idle readers and too little for those who go to 
books for solid instruction and wholesome recreation.” 


Court Journal. 


‘* There is no need, of course, to exclude fiction altogether, but the librarians 
might well refuse to issue any novel that has been published less than ten years, 
which would provide a rough-and-ready means of excluding the pernicious 
rubbish that frequently takes the place of good literature. A novel that is 
asked for so long after publication is fairly sure to be of a nature that makes it 
reasonable to provide it at the public expense."’ 


West Kent Argus. 


“If the novels which are so largely devoured by borrowers were of the class 
of works which we owe to Dickens, Scott, and Thackeray, if they were of the 
stamp of ‘ Martin Chuzzlewit,’ ‘The Pickwick Papers,’ ‘ David Copperfield,’ 
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* Bleak House,’ ‘ Vanity Fair,’ ‘ Ivanhoe,’ ‘ Robinson Crusoe,’ ‘ John Halifax, 
Gentleman,’ ‘ Don Quixote,’ ‘ The Vicar of Wakefield,’ and so on, there would 
in that case be nothing to lament, but the demand is mainly for the latest novels, 
the great majority of which serve no useful purpose, whilst very many of them 
exert a pernicious influence in giving the readers false ideas of life. So far from 
any attempt being made to select sensible books, it is evident to any visitor to a 
Public Library that it is the latest novels, regardless of their quality, which are 
sought with feverish haste, and that the only fiction which is left is that for 
which there ought to be the greatest demand." 


Herts Advertiser. 


“It is, indeed, open to doubt if it be possible for anyone to read a book that 
is not immoral without making some addition, infinitesimal though it be, to his 
stock of knowledge. We prefer to regard the Public Library as a means to an 
end, rather than as a system of literary dictatorship—a means by which reading 
on the right lines may be encouraged. It is surely better to gain a new reader 
by the use of harmless light literature, than to leave him to seek other and less 
desirable recreation. Having got the reader, some influence for good may be 
brought to bear upon him, and the real mission of the Public Library brought 
into play.”’ 


Daily Telegraph. 


‘* He showed that from returns received from eighty-eight Public Libraries, 
the average proportion of fiction constitutes 67 per cent. of the total books taken 
out, and that in several towns the issues of fiction and juvenile literature together 
amount to 90 per cent. of the whole. That is the answer, blunt and uncom- 
promising, to the tall talk sometimes indulged in about the educative influence 
of the Public Free Libraries. They are shown to exist practically for the distri- 
bution of fiction. This has been known for a long time, and it was prophesied 
from the start by those best able to judge, and by those who hold that what is 
called ‘ the education of the people’ is one of the national ideals which is likely 
to be realised late. It was said by the enthusiasts that the public must be given 
time, that tastes would certainly improve, that those who began with poor fiction 
would acquire the taste for good, and pass on from that to the enjoyment of the 
more serious kinds of literature. Unfortunately, there is little to show that the 
desired educative process is going on, and it would be surprising if it were. For 
the truth is that fiction-reading is like dram-drinking. It becomes an inveterate 
habit, and the patient speedily loses whatever slight inclination he or she may 
once have had towards good literature. There are scores of people, in all ranks 
of life, whose brains are so bemused by the persistent perusal of trashy novels 
that they are incapable of reading anything that requires any exercise of intelli- 
gence or any concentration of thought. And the mass of indifferent fiction 
which is produced at the present day seems expressly designed to supply the 
voracious demand of these mental incurables."’ 


Manchester Guardian. 


“Those who have observed most closely the life of Manchester workmen 
will tell you that a strong impulse towards serious reading is very common 
among them, and that to a great extent it is baulked by the difficulty of obtain- 
ing space and quiet to read either at home or in a branch library that is mainly 
engaged in distributing feeble fiction to uncritical young women.”’ 


It is quite evident from the general tone of the above extracts that 
the paper by Mr. Jennings, the discussion thereon, and the utterly 
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futile and impracticable series of resolutions carried by the Conference, 
have done nothing but perpetuate the old lie that Public Library work 
consists in circulating an overwhelming proportion of fiction of an 
immoral or feeble character. The very terms of the resolutions amount 
to a confession that the evils alleged by the speakers actually exist, and 
it was, therefore, absurd for a body of public servants to subscribe, 
even in the shape of a pious resolution, to a number of implied imputa- 
tions which most of these gentlemen knew to be untrue. These are 
the resolutions in question :— 


1. That the function of a Public Lending Library is to provide 
good literature, and the same test must be applied to works of 
fiction as to books in other departments—they must have literary 
or educational value ; 


2. That every library should be amply supplied with fiction that 
has attained the position of classical literature ; and 


3- That the purchase of mere ephemeral fiction of no literary 
or moral value, even if without offence, is not within their proper 
province. 


It has been proved over and over again that the circulation of 
fiction in English libraries, whether in book or magazine form, amounts 
to just 27 per cent. of the whole operations of the average library. 
When it is further considered that only about half of that percentage is 
fiction of a somewhat weak literary power—such as novels by Yonge, 
Worboise, Wood, Braddon, Corelli, Crockett, Hocking, Garvice, etc.— 
and that pornographic novels are entirely absent, it will be seen at once 
that all this pother has arisen about alleged dangers and evils which 
are non-existent. The subject of fiction in libraries is like Edward 
Lear’s bee, in one of his Nonsense rhymes, a “horrible bore,” and it 
becomes a positive nuisance when handled by amateurs who will not 
trouble to go beyond mere surface statistics. It is also a bogey of the 
worst possible type, and works more harm to the library movement 
than even the burning question of local rates. To library committeemen 
who are thirsting for the reformation of libraries full of degenerate 
novels—as the world now believes all municipal libraries to be, thanks 
to the Brighton discussion—let us give a word of practical advice. Do 
not ban Balzac, Fielding, Flaubert, Rabelais, Boccaccio, Apuleius, Zola, 
or other great classic writers because they are somewhat strong meat for 
youthful readers ; but take proper measures to insure that they do not 
fall into the hands of immature borrowers. Buy modern, or indeed all, 
novels from a carefully selected list of authors who have attained 
distinction and recognition, and wait for contemporary writers to be 
properly represented when they have arrived. ‘This is a much better 
plan than waiting for a year or more before buying new docks by indi- 
vidual writers. A time limit is rather absurd from many points of view, 
as it causes the public to wait till new books by writers like Barrie, 
Hardy, Conrad, Doyle, Jacobs, Kipling, and other universally-accepted 
novelists have become stale, and libraries suffer severely by being, as it 
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were, automatically maintained in an out-of-date condition. New and 
untested writers can be left to work out their own salvation, and those 
with a pornographic tendency must not be purchased, even for members 
of library committees. 


It only remains for us to add, before dismissing this awful bore of 
a question, that Mr. Jennings’ percentage of fiction read in sixty-eight 
lending departments is not correct for the whole country. The actual 
figure is now rather less than 63 per cent. instead of 67 per cent., and 
this percentage is decreasing every year, as may be ascertained by 
glancing at the numerous library reports which now note this decline in 
fiction reading. It is needless to point out that with such a difference 
in an important factor like this, one may challenge every conclusion at 
which Mr. Jennings has arrived, and, in particular, call upon him to 
point out one or two actual instances of municipal library catalogues in 
which the trash he tilts at is to be found in the profusion he indicates. 


LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS. 


[ Special notes of general interest are invited for this department. | 


Dublin.—Dr. Andrew Carnegie has promised £28,000 towards new 
library buildings for the City of Dublin, and a proposal has been made 
to confer upon him the freedom of the city. The position at Dublin 
with regard to the existing libraries, already mentioned in this column, 
remains unchanged, and, pending legislative relief, it has been found 
necessary to close the newsrooms. 


Forfar.—The County Council recently agreed to grant yearly the 
sum of £20 to each of the Public Libraries in Dundee, Forfar, and 
Arbroath and of #10 to each of the Public Libraries in Brechin and 
Montrose on condition that the use of the libraries was given to county 
readers in their respective districts. The clerk intimated that he had 
received a letter from the Dundee Library Committee refusing to agree ; 
a letter from Arbroath Library Committee agreeing; letters from 
Montrose and Brechin stating that the sum of £10 was inadequate ; 
and a letter from Forfar stating that they scarcely thought it within 
their power to agree to the proposal, because they were bound ander 
the Act to give books only to residents in the burgh. It was agreed to 
apply to the Secretary for Scotland for the necessary consent to make 
the grant to Arbroath, and to include in the application the other 
burghs should they ultimately agree to the terms proposed. 


Glasgow.—An important scheme of free lectures is being considered 
by the Libraries Committee of the Corporation. Last winter a short 
series was given in a few of the district reading-rooms, and proved 
successful beyond all expectations. Formerly the Town Council 
arranged with a number of the chiefs of departments to lecture on the 
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work of such civic enterprises as the tramways, electricity, gas, fire 
brigade, etc., and this week a meeting of the committee was held to 
consider a proposal to resume these instructive entertainments, but in 
view of the action of the Libraries Committee, it was considered advis- 
able not to duplicate the work. It is understood, however, that this 
committee intend to co-operate with the Libraries Committee in 
promoting a series of public lectures which will not be confined to the 
literary department of the Corporation. Several of the university 
professors, as well as a number of the municipal managers, have gladly 
offered their services, and an interesting syllabus may be expected 
shortly. 

A large number of the Glasgow Corporation Public Libraries 
staff met on August 29th, when the opportunity was taken to present a 
gold watch and chain to Mr. S. A. Pitt (superintendent of district 
libraries), on the occasion of his leaving the service. Mr. F. T. Barrett, 
city librarian, in asking Mr. Pitt’s acceptance of the gift, spoke in high 
terms of his executive abilities and the successful way in which he had 
carried out the work of organizing Glasgow’s district libraries system. 
Mr. Pitt, in his reply, thanked the staff for the tangible proof of regard, 
and mentioned, that under such a Libraries Committee, such a chief as 
Mr. F. T. Barrett, and supported by the loyalty and hearty co-operation 
of the staff, his work of organization had been a pleasure. Mr. John 
M‘Donald was introduced as Mr. Pitt’s successor. 


London.—The London County Council have published a remarkably 
good and cheap Official Tramways Guide at the price of one penny, 
which is a most interesting and useful publication. It extends to 132 
octavo pages, and is full of pictures of important buildings and places, 
and clear maps of every one of the car routes. There is an alphabetical 
list of notable buildings on or near these routes, but it is very 
disappointing to find that not a single Public Municipal Library is 
mentioned, although in many cases the cars run right past their doors. 
This is a serious defect which ought to be rectified in subsequent 
editions. It is rather unfair, and also ridiculous, considering their 
comparative popularity, to find the Whitechapel Art Gallery illustrated 
and described, while its next-door neighbour, the Whitechapel Public 
Library, is not even mentioned. 


Malden.—The District Council of Malden, Surrey, have resolved by 
thirteen votes to four not to adopt the Public Libraries Acts in the 
meantime. 

Settle.—The ratepayers of Settle have decided to reject an offer by 
Dr. Carnegie of £1,000 for a Public Library. The offer was accom- 
panied by the usual conditions that a site be secured and the Public 
Libraries Act be adopted. After discussing the matter, a meeting of 
parochial electors rejected the offer by forty-three to thirty-seven, 
neutral thirty-five. A poll, however, was demanded on the question as 
to whether the Public Libraries Act should be adopted. The opposi- 
tion proved to be very strong, and the voting was as follows: For, 88 ; 
against, 254; majority against, 166. 
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Stockport.—At a special meeting of the Libraries Committee of the 
Stockport Corporation, a letter was read from Dr. Andrew Carnegie, 
offering to present a sum of £10,000 for the purpose of building a new 
library in the town. The committee accepted the offer on the con- 
ditions laid down by Dr. Carnegie. 


Thurso.—At a meeting of the Town Council in September, Councillor 
Waters reported that he had received a letter from Dr. Miller, Buckie, 
stating that he was prepared to hand over to the Library Committee 
#100 consolidated preference stock of the North British Railway 
Company, and that he was desirous the Council should accept the 
investment in their corporate name for library purposes. It was 
unanimously agreed to accept the gift, and the Council requested 
Councillor Waters to convey to Dr. Miller their cordial thanks for 
his generous gift. 

Wallasey.—Dr. Andrew Carnegie, after several years of negotiation, 
has offered £9,000 to the Wallasey Library Committee, with his usual 
conditions attached. 


Mr. 8S. G. Corlett, assistant librarian at Gloucester Public Library, 
has been appointed first librarian of Earlstown. 


Mr. G. E. Denne, senior assistant at Richmond Public Library, 
has been appointed sub-librarian at the Ilford Public Library. 


The Atlantic Monthly for July, 1908, contains an exceedingly 
amusing tale entitled “ Hillsboro’s Good Luck,” by Dorothy Canfield, 
which every librarian ought to read. It is a skit on modern up-to-date 
library methods in contrast to more primitive ones, and the hustling 
ways of millionaire library donors. The method of classification in 
vogue under the old conditions can be heartily commended to the 
serious attention of librarians who are afflicted with an itch for original 
methods. 


L.A.A. ANNUAL CRICKET MATCH. 


OR the third year in succession a cricket match between the 
library assistants North of the Thames versus their brethren 
South of the Thames, took place at Regent’s Park on Wednesday, 

August roth. There was a large and appreciative audience, whose 
enthusiasm for noise at times rose to the heights of a Surrey crowd at 
its best. The eleven for the South had been collected by Mr. R. 
Wright, while the stalwarts of the North had been gathered together by 
Mr. J. D. Stewart. 

The South won the toss, and batted first, Messrs. Wright and 
Blakey taking the willow and going out to face the deliveries of Messrs. 
Radley and Henshaw. With the score at 8, Wright was smartly run 
out, and a few balls later Blakey was disposed of. Following this, runs 
began to come more freely, and some vigorous hitting by Messrs. 
Sawtell (20) and Cooper (30), aided by a somewhat erratic display of 
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fielding by the men of the North, soon raised the score to a more 
respectable total. The innings eventually closed with a score of 98. 
With this terrible task before them the men from the North were 
beginning to taste the bitterness of defeat, while the jubilation of their 
transpontine opponents was too painfully obvious. 

Messrs. Radley and Stewart, however, opened the innings of the 
North, and in spite of the efforts of the crack bowlers of the South, laid 
about them in merry fashion, and the score began to mount rapidly. 
At length, when the total of 42 had been reached, Radley gave a 
chance to Cooper which was accepted, and receded in the direction of 
the pavilion. Henshaw then came and went, and was succeeded by 
Brooks, who played an excellent and Abel-like game and amassed 10 
before he too was dismissed. Meanwhile Stewart had been hitting 
vigorously all round the field, and his score was nearing the half- 
century. When he had scored 46, however, he was tempted by a curly 
one, and, spooning it up in the air, retired to the pavilion covered with 
glory. Gould (not out 14) was the only other to reach double figures, 
and the innings speedily concluded for a total of 105—the North thus 
gaining a glorious and hard-fought victory over the South by seven 
runs. 


SCORE. 

Nort. 
R. H. Radley c. Cooper, R. Weight ram ma 

b. W. to A.A. Blakey c. Radley, 
. D. Stewart c. and b. Wright... 46 + 
. Henshaw b. Wright ............ ° H. Sawtell st. Brooks, b. Henshaw 20 
E. R. Brooks b. Wright ........... - Io C. E. Davison run out 
G. R. Bolton b. Blakey ............ ° R. Cooper b. Henshaw ..........+. 30 
S. Kirby did not bat. Brown b. Radley 6 
Davison (jun.) b. Blakey ......... 3 Edwards c. Henshaw, b. Radley 7 
Craig c. Cooper, b. Blakey......... 4 H. R. W. Peters b. Radley I 
BOE ORE 14 F. Dallimore not out ........ 9 
. Rivers b. Wright ..........cesccees 2 W. C. B. Sayers run out ........ ° 
. G. Sureties b. Blakey ......... ° W. Stewart b. Henshaw........... . 5 
105 98 


THE SHEAF CATALOGUE. 


In consequence of their forthcoming publication in book form, 
Mr. Stewart’s articles on the Sheaf Catalogue will now be discontinued 
in the Ziérary World. The remainder of the matter, including rules 
for Subject, and Dictionary Sheaf Catalogues, miscellaneous hints, a 
bibliography, index, etc., will appear only in the volume form. 


THE LIBRARY WORLD. 


C. EsQ., F.s.A. 


President of The T.ibrary Association. . 
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THE NEW PRESIDENT OF THE L.A. 


R. CHARLES THOMAS-STANFORD, the new president of the Library 
Association, is a man of many parts. He is, amongst other 
things, a graduate of Oriel College, Oxford (where he was a 
friend and fellow-student of Cecil Rhodes). He was a Scholar of his 
college, and obtained a First. Class in Classical Moderations. He is a 
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries; a barrister of the Inner Temple 
(although he has never practised); a member of the Bibliographical 
Society ; a member of the Library Association ; a Justice of the Peace 
for Sussex, and a member of the Brighton Library Committee. 
Although he is also a numismatist, with a very fair collection, yet, to 
members of the Library Association, greater interest attaches to 
his collection of early printed books, of which he has a large 
number. Over 100 books published before 1500 (a portion only of 
his collection) were exhibited last year for some months in the 
Brighton Library, and there is now on view an interesting exhibi- 
tion of historical bindings belonging to him. It is to be hoped 
that all members attending the recent Conference made a point 
of inspecting this unique collection. The two catalogues were com- 
piled by Mr. Stanford, and are valuable contributions to the history 
of incunabula and book-bindings. Copies of the latter catalogue were 
presented to everyone attending the Brighton meeting, but both are 
on sale at 3d. each, post free, and may be had on application to Mr. 
Roberts. Mr. Stanford is the author of several books, including 
Johannesburg in Arms, published in 1896. He spends some time 
each year salmon fishing in Norway, and has written 4 River of 
Norway, published in 1903. He has also edited an edition of 
Blount’s /oscobe/, He is interested in the Shakespeare-Bacon con- 
troversy, and has published a vigorous pamphlet setting forth some of 
the difficulties of the Shakespearean position. 


Mr. and Mrs. Stanford take a great personal interest in the 
management of the Stanford estate (which includes a great part of 
Preston, and a portion of Hove), and they have recently erected a 
handsome working men’s club close to Preston Manor. Although 
each winter is spent at their house in Madeira, Mr. and Mrs. Stanford 
are in England for more than half the year, and the members of the 
Association have it from his own lips that their president hopes to take 
an active part in the future doings of the Association. 


H.D.R. 
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NOTABLE LIBRARIES. 


BOLTON. 


PoPULATION: 182,917 | 
AREA : 15,283 acres. 
RATEABLE VALUE: £802,900. 
DaTE OF FOUNDATION: 1853. | 


FINANCIAL ParTicuLaRs: A special Act was obtained by the Corpora- 
tion in rgot to increase the library rate to 2d. in the 4, which 


is estimated to produce £6,240 per annum. } 
NuMBER OF VoLUMES: Reference ... 34,080 : 
Lending ... 28,492 
Schools 1,802 
Branches... 36,127 
Total 100,501 
ANNUAL NuMBER OF IssuEs (1906-7): 
Reference ... 8,532 
Lending... 118,311 
Schools... 3, 142 H 
Branches... 106,605 
Total 236,590 
The fiction issues form 43 per cent. of the total issues from ! 


the lending library. 
Metuops : Indicator, card-charging. 
CLASSIFICATION : Dewey and Brown’s Adjustable. 


CaTraLoGUING : Printed dictionary, separate juvenile, cards for recent 
additions, monthly newspaper lists, and Reader's Review. 


BuritpinGs : Central Reference Library, Central Lending Library, and 
four branches. Three of the branches will probably be super- 
seded by a grant, just obtained from Dr. Carnegie, of £15,000 
for three new branch libraries. These will be placed in more 
central positions for the districts they are to serve, and will be 
more suited to the work they will have to do. 


The Bolton Public Libraries, which we illustrate in this number, 
are undergoing a complete reorganization under the supervision of the 
chief librarian, Mr. Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L. 

Bolton was one of the first towns in the kingdom to adopt the 
provisions of the Public Libraries and Museums Act, 1850, notice of 


| 
| 
| 
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which was given in the Council on the roth of November, 1851. A 
poll was demanded in 1852, at which only filty-five ratepayers voted 
against the measure being put into force. It will be remembered that 
this Act did not provide for the purchase of books, and, to enable the 
objects of the Act to be adequately attained, it was decided that a 
subscription library should be established, and the books so purchased 
handed over for circulation amongst the ratepayers and others after 
having been used by the subscribers for a period of twelve months. 
This happened in 1853, and that subscription library, as part of the 
Public Libraries of the borough, has been in existence since that time, 
but ceases to exist in November of this year; the chief reason for {ts 
discontinuance being the rapid decrease in the number of subscribers 
since the re-organization of the Public Libraries was commenced. 

In 1869, it was found necessary to divide the lending and reference 
libraries, and to this end some rooms formerly occupied by the 
Mechanics’ Institution were taken. 


HIGH STREET BRANCH 


In 1879, the first branch library was opened in premises occupied 
as the Town Hall for Little Belton. 

In 1888, a new branch library was erected on a site given by Mr. 
John Heywood, M.A., J.P., and is known as the High Street Branch 
Library. This branch has been entirely re-modelled, and was recently 
described (with plans) in the 

In 1891, the Mere Hall Branch was opened, having been given 
by Mr. J. P. Thomasson, who gave the house and estate to the town 
for the purposes of a library, museum, art gallery and park respectively. 

In 1892, it was found necessary to provide a suitable newsroom in 
the centre of the town, and the Council decided to: offer to the 
Libraries Committee a vacant plot of land in Victoria Square for the 


4 
1 
| 
| 
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erection of a central lending department and newsroom, thus allowing 
the library to be removed from the Mechanics’ Institution to what is 
now known as the “central lending department.” 

In rgoo, the Astley Bridge Branch Library was opened in the 
offices formerly occupied by the Urban District Council ; the whole of 
the buildings, with the exception of High Street, have been adapted 


READING ROOM, HIGH STREET. 


for library purposes, and suffer in consequence. There is no doubt 
that much more useful work could be done if more suitable and up-to- 
date buildings could be provided. To have two central buildings is a 
great waste and causes endless overlapping, not to mention great 
inconvenience. 

When Mr. Sparke came to Bolton in July, 1904, his first duty was 
to prepare a report on the condition of the Public Libraries, with 
suggestions for bringing them into line with modern requirements. 
And when it is remembered that there were six libraries, and over 
130,000 volumes of books, which had been placed on the shelves as 
purchased without any scheme of classification whatever; that the 
method of circulating the books was out-of-date, and that new cata- 
logues were required for the whole of the libraries, some little idea 
may be formed of the task he had before him. For twelve months the 
work was all uphill, and not a single meeting of the Council took 
place without the deliberations of the Libraries Committee being acri- 
moniously discussed and referred back over and over again. At length 
the scheme prepared by the chief librarian was adopted, and a start 
was made with the smallest branch library, that at Astley Bridge, which 
contained some 5,000 volumes, the majority of them being fiction and 
juvenile literature. The branch was closed for three months, and was 
re-opened with a stock of 5,298 volumes, of which over 3,000 are books 
other than fiction. The issue has rapidly increased, being 16,648 
volumes for the year 1904 and 42,855 for 1907. This year it is 
expected it will reach a total of 50,000 volumes. 

In December, 1905, the Central Lending Library was closed for 
re-organization, and it was found necessary to treat the 19,365 volumes 
there simply as a collection of books. Over three tons of these were 
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sent to the paper mills, being obsolete, worn out, incomplete, or too 
dirty for circulation, leaving an available stock of 8,177 volumes. The 
timber bookcases, of which there were only three, were huge, cumber- 
some and unwieldy. These were removed and replaced by steel stacks 
of the most approved construction. Nearly 8,000 volumes were 
transferred from what is known as the “Reference Library,” and a 
purchase was made of a similar number, nearly all of which were 
technical and scientific books. With additions to date this library now 
contains 28,492 volumes. ‘The arranging, classifying and cataloguing 
of these proved a long and arduous work, but with the publication of 
the sixpenny catalogue, which runs into over 500 quarto pages, double 
columns, the library was re-opened on January 30th, 1907, after having 
been closed for thirteen months. The whole building has been re- 
modelled. A Cotgreave indicator has been introduced for Fiction, 
Music, and Juvenile Literature. The rules under which books may 
be borrowed have been considerably modified ; whereas formerly 
two ratepayers’ signatures were required on a form now only one 


ASTLEY BRIDGE BRANCH. 


is required for a non-ratepayer, and a ratepayer may become his 
own guarantor. <A book is issued at once on presentation of the 
guarantee form, and all books are issued for a uniform period of 
fourteen days. In fact, all the barriers that existed between the 
borrowers and the books have been swept away, and this library at 
least is assuming a definite place in the lives of the people, and is being 
recognised by the Education Committee as an active force in the 
educational machinery of the borough. The public have not been slow 
to see the advantages which the library now offers to them, and there 
are in actual use to date 12,830 borrowers’ cards at this library alone, 
and 302,097 books have been issued since the re-opening day. 


: | 
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Twelve months ago a scheme for supplying the thirteen schools in 
the out-districts of Bolton with collections of books was put into practice 
and a purchase of 1,802 volumes made. The result has been excellent, 
as in this time 28,794 volumes have been issued to children who were 
quite out of the reach of the Public Libraries. 

The committee subscribe to the funds of the National Home 
Reading Union, and twenty copies of each of their three monthly 
magazines are given away to applicants, and five hundred copies per 
month of the Readers’ Reviews with a four-page local inset, are purchased 
from the Union and offered for sale at a penny each. 


LENDING LIBRARY COUNTER. 


The library of books in type for the blind is extensive, and nearly 
1,000 volumes were issued during the past year. 

A scheme to ensure a better class of assistants being engaged in 
the libraries department has recently been drawn up by the chief 
librarian and adopted by the Council. This scheme, put briefly, 
provides a ladder whereby a well-educated lad of sixteen years of age 
may earn ros. per week to commence with, and gradually rise to £110 
per annum, when he wi'l be qualified to take up the position of deputy- 
librarian or librarian in some other town. Under this new scale of 
salaries it is necessary that all assistants should enter for the Library 
Association examinations, and six of them are sent to the classes held 
at the Manchester School of Technology, their fees and travelling 
expenses being paid by the committee. 


| 
| 
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FIFTEENTH CENTURY BOOKS. 
AN AUTHOR INDEX. 
By R. A. Peppig, St. Bride Foundation, Bride Lane, E.C. 
III. 


[ This Index was commenced tn the August number, where a list of 
the authorities used will be found, together with a short note on the plan 
of the work. | 


ADDITIONAL AUTHORITIES. 


Anton. ... Antonelli (G.). Ricerche bibliografiche sulle edizioni Ferrarese 
del secolo 15. Ferrara, 1830. 4 
Brad.Papers Bradshaw (H.). Collected papers. Cambridge, 1889. 8°. 
Chant. ... Chantilly. Le cabinet des livres. Imprimés antérieurs au 
milieu du 16° siécle. Paris, 1905. 4°. 
Comi_.. Comi (S.)._ Memorie bibliografiche per la storia della tipografia 
Pavese del secolo 15 Pavia, 1807. 8°. 
Giul. uel Guuliari (G.C.). Della tipografia Veronese. Verona, 1871. 8”. 
Giul. Lett Giuliari (G.C.). Della letteratura Veronese al cadere del secolo 
15° delle sue opere a stampa Bologna, 1876. 8°. 
JPM sie Morgan (J. Pierpont) Catalogue of MSS. an! early printed 


books...forming portion of the library of J. P. Morgan 
London, 1907. fol. 


Jung. jai Jungmann (J.). Historie Literatury Ceské. W. Praze, 1849. 4°. 

LD. os Delisle (L.). Alexandre de Villadieu et Guillaume Le Moine de 
Villedieu in Bibliothéque de I'Ecole des Chartes. Vol. 55, 
1894. Pp.488-508 


Pr.Tr.III. Proctor (R. G. C.). Tracts on early printing. III. Additions to 
Campbell's Annales London, 1897. 8° 
Schorb.Nacht. Schorbach (K.). Nachtriige zu H. Knoblochtzer’s Drucken. in 
Dziatzko (K.). Sammlung. Heft.8 Leipzig, 1895. 8°. 
Schwenke Schwenke (P.).. Zur altpreussischen Buchdruckergeschichte. in 


Dziatzko (K.). Sammlung. Heft.8. (and 13). 
Leipzig, 1895-1g00. 8”. 


Sola os Sola (E.). Le edizioni Modenesi del secolo 15. 
Modena, 1880. 8°. 
TCD me Abbott (T. K.). Catalogue of 15th century books in the Library 
of Trinity College, Dublin, etc Dublin, 1905. 8° 
UP _ Chatelain (E.). Catalogue des incunables de la Bib. de I’Univ 
de Paris. Rerue des Bibliothéques, 1902, Avril. 
Verm.... Vermiglioli (G. B.). Principi della stampa in Perugia. 


Perugia, 1820. 8°. 
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Albertus Magnus conz. 
Liber aggregationis. 

n.p.d. C.Il.169: Pell.357: 
649: R.App.II.p.115. 

n.p.d. B.56r1. 

np.d. H*524: B.p.561. 

n.p.d. H*525. 

n.p.d. H*526. 

p-655 : 


n.p.d. H. 530: Panz.IV.79.24. 

np.d. HC.531: CA.78: B.p.639. 

n.p.d. H.532: C.11.175: CA.80+ 
Supp.II*80: B.p.418. 

n.p.d. C.11.166: 5743: B.p.398: 
R.App.IV.p.104. 

n.p.d. C.III.p.295.166a: Pr.g407 
B.p.418: Pr.Tr.III.p.66. 

n.p.d. C.11.167. 

n.p.d. C.11.168: Pell.352: B.p.500. 

n.p.d. C.I1.171: CA*82: B.p.520. 

n.v.d. C.11.172: VB.3498. 

n.p.d. C.11.173. 

n.p.d. C.11.174: Pr.7377: 

n.p.d. Pr.1381: B.p.552: 

n.p.d. Pr.3917: B.p.592. 

n.p.d. Pell.343: B.p.561. 

n.p.d. Pell.344: B.p.486. 

n.p.d. Pell.345. 


n.p.d. Pell.346: B.p.541. 
m.p.d. Pell.347 ; B.p.486. 
n.p.d. Pell.348. 

n.p.d. Pell.349: B.p.526. 
n.p.d. Pell.350: B.p.569. 
n.p.d. Pell.351: B.p.561. 
n.p.d. Pell.353: B.p.526. 
n.p.d. Pell.354: B.p.412. 
n.p.d. Pell.355: B.p.412 
n.p.d. Pell.356: p. 
n.p.d. Pell.358: 
n.p.d. VB.4954: Z1B.1904.P.444- 
n.p.d. Olm.4o. 

n.pd. WP.218. 


n.d. Anv. HC.533: CA.84+Supp. 
111.84: B.p.334. 
n.d, Anv. C.1I.164: CA.81: B.p.418. 
n.d, Koln. C.11.177: B.p.655. 
n.d. Lond. HC.534: Pr.g770: B.p. 
487: D.17(2). (511 
n.d. [Par.]. C.11.170: Pr.7973: JPM. 
n.d. Rouen. C.11.165: B.p.460. 
n.d. Rouen. Pell.359: B.p.439. 
HC.535: C.III.p.238: 
Pell.360: Pr.6547: B.p.582. 
1482. Bol. H.536: Pell.361: Pr.p.437: 
B.p.435: 1'FS.1903.n. 
1490. Stras. H.537=H.538: Pell.362: 
B.pp.325-326. 


Albertus Magnus. 
Liber aggregationis cont, 
1492. Leip. H.539: B.p.378: Panz. 
1.477°38. 
1493. Nap. H. B.p.419: 
TFS.1 
1493. Stras. C.III.p.238: 
B.425: Pr.464. 
1495. Ven. R.App.1V.1116. 
1496. Augs. H*542: B.p.577. 
1498. Anv. HC. 543: CA*83+Supp. 
II1.83: B.p.334 
1499. Anv. Il. 176: Supp.II. 
84a: Pell.363: B.p.334: 
VB.4809: Pr.Tr.III.p.67. 
Liber aggregationis, 
n.p.d. C.11.179: B.p.569:BM(16th.c.) 
n.p.d. Pell.364. 
Liber aggregationis, 
np.d. H.543a: C.11.178: R.App.IV. 


p.105. 

md. Rom. C.i1.181: B.p.567: BM 
(16th.c.) 

1494. Bol. H.544: B.p.340: Panz. 
IV.250.194b. 

De animalibus. 

1478. Rom. HC.545: Pell.339: — 
377: Pr.Supp.II.3604a: V. 
3406: R.App.IV.p.105. 

1479. Mant. H*546: C.III.p.238: 
Pell.340: Pr.6895: 
VB.3017: TFS.1907. 

1495. Ven. H*547; Pell.341: Pr. 
4541: B.p.423: VB.3882. 

1498. Ven. H.548: Panz.III.445 
*2424: B.p.628. 

De secretis mulierum. 

n.p.d. H*549: B.p.561: Pr.Supp. 
IV.2401Aa. 

n.p.d. H*550: Pell.372: B. 

n.p.d. te 2541: 


B.p.6 
n.p.d. HC. Il.197: Pell.367: 
B.p.648: Olm.37. 
n.p.d. H*553. 
n.p.d. H*554: Crac.p.11. 
n.p.d. H*555: Pr.1858: B.p.4o8: 
B.267. 


n.p.d. H*556. 

n.p.d. HC*557: VK. 

n.p.d. HC*%558: Pel Pr.376: 
Schor.19: B.p.452. 

n.p.d. H.559: Pell.373: B.p.526. 

n.p.d. C.IL.185 : VK.p.16: z.IV. 
80*30: VB.2067. 

np.d. C.11.186: Pr.7814: B.p.387: 
(? = Pell,376). 

n.p.d. C.11.188: Pr.1814. 

n.p.d. C.I1.189: B.p.552. 
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Albertus Magnus. Albertus Magnus con/. 
De secretis mulierum cont. Opuscula. 


n.p.d. C.II.191: CA.87: B.p.418. 

n.p.d. C.11.192: CA.88: B.p 418. 

n.p.d. C.11.196: Pr.7378. 

n.p.d. C.I1.198: Pell.369: 
B.p.419. 

n.p.d, C.I1.199. 

n.p.d. C.II1.200. 

n.p.d. C.II.201: Pr.7813a: B.p.387: 
(? = Pell.376). 

n.p.d. Pr.2448: B.p.436. 

n.p.d. Pell.371. 

n.p.d. Pell.374: B.p.611. 

n.p.d. Pell.375: B.p.326: p.339. 

n.p.d. Pell.376: 4 


n.p.d. Pell.379: B.p.4 
n.d. [Anv.]. H*560: rah 93: B.p.334: 
VB. 4810. 


n.d. CA.94: B.p. 

n.d. C.II.182: CA.g2: B.p. 
334- 

nd. (Anv.]. C.11.183 : CA.Supp.II. 
gta: B.p.334: Pr.Tr.IIL.p.69. 

n.d. [Anv.}. C.I1.184: CA*go: Pell. 
377: B.p.334. 

n.d. [Anv.}. C.11.187: CA.89: B.p. 
334. 

n.d. Lond. C.I1.190: Pr.g771: B.p. 
48”. 

n.d, 


II.193: Pr.8153: 

n.d. Tl. 194: III.p.295: 
Pell.381: B.p.351. 

n.d. [Par.]. = Il.195: Pell.382: 


B. 
n.d. (Par. br. Pr. 8158 : B.p.351. 
n.d. Par. Pell. 378: B.p.532: 
** saec.16 
n.d, (Par.]. Pell. “380 : B.p.367.4 
n.d. (Par.). Pell.383: B.p.565. 

n.d. Wien. H*562: B.p.642: VB.2682. 
1478. H*563: Pell.368 : Pr.4419: 
B.p.569: WP.173. 

1481. n.p. HC.564: VK.45. 
1494. Leip. H*565: B.p.447. 
1499. Rom. HC*566: Pr. sees: B.p. 
591: (?=R.App.II.372). 
1499. Rom. VB.3552. 
1500. Anv. HC.567 : CA.or: B.p.334- 
1500. Leip. H.568: B.p.483. 
Summa. 
1498. Ven. H*569: Pell.384: Pr.5621: 
B.p.485: VB.4527. 
Summa, pars secunda. 
1494. Ven. H. 57° (Ult.Sept.): Panz. 
(8.Oct.): B.p. 


1489. Anv. HC.571 : CA.75: B.p.469. 
De mirabilibus mundi. 
n.p.d. C.I1.180. 
n.p.d. Pell.365: B.p.599: VB.3638. 
n.p.d. VB.2857. 
Ars praedicandi. 
np.d. C.I1.202: Pell.313: B.p.458. 
d, Pell.314. 
Scriptum primum super I. 
sententiarum. 
np.d. C. NCD Pell.385(2): B.p. 


sententiarum. 
np.d, R.App.I.7: TCD.15. 
Scriptum tertium super III. 
sententiarum. 
n.p.d. R.App.I.8: TCD.16. 
Tabula copiosa in quattuor 
scripta Alberti Magni. 
n.p.d. C.11.205(1): Pell.385(1): B.p. 
589: TCD.17. 
Liber quesits 6 perquens. 
1499. Barc. C.II1.p.296.205a: Hb. 10: 
B.p.544- 
Quatuor tractatus. 
n.p.d. Pell.315. 
Physica pauperum. 
1482. Bare. Hb.g: B.p.544. 
Summa de laudibus Mariae. 
1500. Kiln. Bull.Bib.1898.p.70. 
Albertus de Padua. 
ig: Expositio evangeliorum. 
1476. Ven. H*573: Pell.386:'Pr.4415: 
B 


-p.569. 
1480. Ulm. H*574: Pr.2523: B.p. 
648: VB.2508. 


Albertus de Saxonia. 


Quaestiones de caelo et 
mundi. 
1481. Pav. H.575: Pell.329: B.p.371. 
1492. Ven. H*576: Pell.387: Pr.5039: 
B.p.481. 
1497- H*577: Pell.388: Pr.5604: 
B.p.487: VB.4519. 
Quaestiones super libros 
physicorum. 
n.p.d. R.App.I1.373. 
Pad. B.p.529. 
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Albertus de Saxonia cont. 
Quaestiones super libros 
posteriorum. 


1497. Mil. Ht579: Panz.II.85.522: 
B 


1497. Ven.” s80: Pell.389: Pr. 
5079: B.p.482. 
Sophismata. 
n.d. Par. C.11.206: Pell.391: B.p.367. 
1489. Par. C.II.207: Pell.392: B.p. 


472. 

1490. Par. HC.581: Pell.393: Pr. 
8149: B.p.643. 

1495. Par. e582: Pell.394: B.p.336. 

Tractatus proportionum. 

n.p.d. C.I1.210. 

n.d. Par. C.11.209: B.p.367. 

n.d. Par. Pell.396: B.p.492. 

n.d. Rouen. C.11.208: B.p.569. 

1482. Pad. HC.584: Pr.6808: B.p. 
376: R.App.IV.p.105. 

1484. Pad. H*585: B.p.376. 

1487. Pad. C.Il.211: Pr.6823: B.p. 


1487. Ven. s83: Pr.4773: 

1494. Ven. HC.586: Pell.395: B.p. 
634 

1496. 587: B.p.587. 

Tractatus obligationum. 
n.p.d. C.1l.212: Pell.390: B.p.371. 
Albertus Trottus. 

De vero clerico. 

1475. Ferr. HC.588: Pell.397: Pr. 
5740: B.p.398: VB.2863: 
R.App.1.p.89: WP.217. 

De jejunio. 

1477. Niirnb. H*589: Pell.398: Pr. 
2140: B.p.386. 

De ecclesiarum visitatione. 

1476. Ferr. H.590: B.p.398: Panz. 
1. 397.22. 

De horis canonicis. 
n.p.d. Pell.399: B.p.635: 


n.p.d. H.592: Pell.goo: Pr.3562: 
B.p.428: R.App.L.p.89. 

n.p.d. HC*593: Pr.2516: B.p.648: 
VB.2615. 

n.p.d. H*594: B.p.566. 

n.p.d. HC*595: Pell.4og4: VK.57: 
B.p.511. 

n.p.d. H*596: Pell.403: B.p.539. 

n.p.d. H*597. 

n.p.d. H*598. 

n.p.d. H. i399: 402: Pr.7544: 


B.p.4 
n.p.d. HC.600: (2=Pr. 3788 or 3789): 
B.p.543- 


Albertus Trottus. 
De horis canonicis cont. 
n.p.d. H.601: Panz.III.51*13: IV. 
128*%499: IX.324.499. 
n.p.d. Pell.4og9: 
Cl. Poit.Ixxiv : Pr.8743: 
C.11.215: CA.97: Pell.4o05: 
8 


B.p.418. 
n.p.d. C.1l.217: (?=C.II.216): CA. 
96: Pell.go6: Pr.g427: 


n.p.d. Pell.4o7: B.p.356. 

n.p.d. Pell.408: B.p.356. 

n.d. Rom. VB.3418. 

1485. Louwv. HC*602: CA*gs: Pell. 
401: B.p.638. 

Albicius. 

De regimine hominis. 

1484. Lew. HC.605=H.603=H.604: 
Pr.2853: B.p.357: p.478: 
VB.1220: B.Mon.112(2). 

Albo (Joseph). 

Liber fundamentorum, Aedr. 
1485. Sone. HC.606: Pr.7300 
B.p.446: VB.3587. 

Albrecht. 

Rossbiichlein. 

n.d. Ulm. C.1I.224: Schoen. Merk. 
II.49: B.p.648. 

Albubater. 

De nativitatibus. 
1492. Ven. H*607: Pr.5378: B.p.321. 
Albucacis. 

Liber servitoris. 

1471. Ven. C.11.3450: Pell.g11: Pr. 
4075: B.p.444. 

Albumasar. 

Flores astrologiae. 

n.d. Ven. HC*608: Pell.413: Pr.5598: 
B.p.589: VB.4328. 

1488. Augs. HC*609: Pell. 412: Pr. 
1877: B.p.555: VB.290. 

1495. Augs. H*610: Pr.1g05: B.p. 
550: VB.309. 

De magnis conjunctionibus. 

1489. Augs. HC*611: Pell.q414: Pr. 
1882: B.p.555: VB.293. 

Introductorium astrono- 
miam. 

1489. Augs. HC*612: Pell.q415: Pr. 
1880: B.p.555: VB.292. 

1495. Augs. HC.613: Panz.I.123.137: 
B.p.556. 


B.p.418. 
n.p.d. C.11.218. 
n.p.d. C.I1.219. 
n.p.d. C.I1.220. 
| 
o 
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Albutius. Alexander YI. 
Carmen de victoria apud Bulla in coena domini. 
Parabiagum. Pell.422: B.p.566. 
1494. Mil. H.614: Panz.II.76.449: n.p.d. H*629. 


-p.489. 
Alcaniz (Luis). 
Regiment preservatiu e curatiu 
de la pestilencia. 
n.p.d. Hb.12. 
chabitius. 
Liber isagogicus. 
1473. Bol. H*615: Pr.6517: B.p.333. 
1482. Ven. HC*616: Pell.q17: Pr. 
4382: B.p.554. 
1485. Ven. H*617: C.11.225: Pell.418: 
Pr.4400: B.p.555: VB.3794. 
1491. Ven. H*618: Pell.416: Pr.4519: 
B.p.422. 
1491. Ven. H.619: Panz.III.303.1399: 
B.p.617. 
Alcinous. 

Epitome disciplinarum Platonis 
1472. n.p. H*620: Pell.419: Pr.1965: 
B.p.453: VB.1639, 

Alcock (John). 
Mons perfectionis. 
1497. HC.622: 


p.644 
(1497-8). Lond. HC.62r: 
B.p.547- 
The spousage of a virgin to 
Christ. 
1486. Westm. HC.623: Panz.III.556. 
24: B.p.375. 
Gallicantus ad confratres. 
n.p.d. H.624: (?=Pr.g800): B.p.547. 
cuinus. 
De fide Trinitatis. 
n.p.d. H.625: Panz.IV.81.35. 
debrandin. 
Le livre pour garder la santé 
du corps. 
.d. HC.626: Pell.420: B.p.557. 
Ald dobrandino. 
Fisonomia degli uomini. 
n.p.d. HC.627: Pr.Add.6383a: B.p. 


506. 
Alegris (F.de). 
Sonetti. 
1495. Bol. H.627a: Pr.6621: B.p.404. 
Alexander, Cardinalis. 
Super decretum et decretales. 
1490. Lyon. H.660: Panz.1.542.94: 
B.p.485. 


Pr.g706a : 
Pr.g791 : 


n.p.d. Pell.42t. 
in forma brevis, 
H.629a. 
Constitutiones et revocationes. 
n.p.d. H*630. 
n.p.d. R.App.I1.374. 
Regulae. 
n.p.d. H*631: B.p.665. 
n.p.d. H*632: Pell.430. 
n.p.d. H*634: 
n.p.d. H.635: Pell.426: B.p.s59t. 
n.p.d. H*636: Pr.1451: WK.p.2r: 
VB.2704. 
n.p.d. C.II.229. 
n.p.d. C.11.230: Pell.q24 : B.p.541. 
n.p.d. R.App.I.1o. 
n.p.d. Upps.6o. 
n.p.d. Pell.428. 
n.p.d. Pell.429. 
n.p.d. Pr.Supp.IV.8622a. 
n.d. [Par.]. R.App.III.8or. 
n.d. Rom. C.11.227: Pell.425: 


B.p.591 

1499. Par. H.638: Panz.I1.331.569: 
B.p.525. 

1499. Rom. H.637: Panz.II.518.592 : 
B.p.591: (?=R.App.I.11). 

Clypeus defensionis fidei. 

1497. Stras. Panz.1.60.334 : 

B. 


P-3 
Epistola nd Maximilian, /aé 
germ. 
np.d. H.640: Pell.423. 
Constitutiones duae de jubilaeo 
anni 1500. 
n.d. Rom. H. ~ 
B.p.5 
Regula fami- 
liarum Papae. 
n.p.d. C.11.228: Pell.427: B.p.541. 
Intimatio futuri jubilaeo. 
n.p.d. H.642: B.p.566: R.App.IV. 


Panz.I1.518.594: 


p.105. 
Perdon de colpa e de pena. 
n.p.d. C.11.236: Pr.4738: B.p.612. 
Summaria declaratio bullae 
indulgentiarum. 
n.p.d. C.11.233: Pr.134: B.p.578. 
Bulla indulgentiarum pro bello 
contra Turcos, éfa/. 
n.p.d. R.App.III.803. 
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Alexander VI. cont. Alexander Aphrodisaeus. 
Bulla excommunicationis Hier. De anima. 
Savonarola, 1481. Ozf. Pell. “440: Pr. 
—p.d. R. 974 6: B.p.5 
age 1495. Bresc. H*656: Pell.qgqr: Pr. 
Annunciatio sacri _jubilie 7030: B.p.soz: VB.2845: 
instantis anni centesimi. Ped.206. 
nd. Stras. C.11.234: B.p.546. 1500. n.p. H.657: Panz.IV.72.662: 
B.p.668. 
Alexander de Ales. Problemata. 
Summa theologica, pars prima. n.p.d. Pell.438. 
1482: Niirnb. HC*643(r1): Pell.431(1): 1488. Ven. HC*658 : Pell.439: Pr. 


Pr.2016 : VB.1682 : B.p.453. 
HC*644(1): Pell.432(z) : 


1489. Pav. 
Pr.Supp.IV.7075a: B.p.349: 
VB. 3255. 
Summa__ theologica, _ pars 


secunda. 
1481. Niirnb. HC*643(2): Pell.431(2): 
Pr.2o010 : B.p.453: VB.1680. 
1489. Pav. HC*644(2): Pell.432(2) : 
B.p.349: VB.3256. 
Summa pars 
tertia. 


theologica, 
1482. Niirnb. HC*643(3): Pell.431(3): 
Pr.2019 : B.p.453: VB.1685. 
1489. _Pell-432(3) : 
B.p.349: 257- 
Summa pars quarta. 
1482. Niirnb. HC*643(4): Pell’-431(4): 
Pr 2024: B.p.454 : VB.1687. 
1489. ~ HC*644(4): Pell.432(4): 
B.p.349: VB.3258. 
Super magistrum sententiarum. 
1498. Pav. H.645: Panz.11.266,161 : 
B.p.524. 
Super ITI. sententiarum. 
1474- H.646: Panz.III.102°158: 


p.380 
1475. Ven. HC*647: Pell.433: Pr. 
4302: B.p.380. 


Alexander Anglicus. 
Destructorium vitiorum. 

1479. Niirnb. Ht648: B.p.453. 

1480. Kiln. HC.649: Pell.434: Pr. 
1242: B.p.548: VK.367. 

1485. Kiln. HC*6s50: Pell.435: Pr. 
1276: B.p.559: VK.368. 

1491. Niirnb. H.651: Panz.IV. 
386.194b: B.p.455. 

1496. Niirnb. HC*652: Pell.436: 
Pr.2111: B.p.456: VB.1767. 

1497. Par. HC.653: Pell.437: Pr. 


8069: B.p.474. 
1500. Genéve. HC.654=H.6131: Pr. 
7818: B.p.341: VB.1166. 


4594: B.p.603: VB.3917. 
1497. Ven. H.659: Panz.III.414.2215: 


B.p.404. 


Super meteororum Aristotelis. 
Ven. C.11.237: B.p.627. 


1491. 
Alexander Benedictus. 
Diaria. 
n.p.d. H*805: Pell.454: 
B.p.490: VB.4487. 
Collectiones medicinae. 
n.p.d. H*806: Pell.455: 
B.p.423. 


De observatione in pestilentia. 
1493. Ven. H*807: Pell.456: Pr.4530: 


B.p.423: VB.3874. 
De pestilentia causis. 


1490. Rom. H.808: Panz.II.500.465: 


Pr.5552: 


Pr.4533 


B.p.566. 
Anatomice. 
n.d. Par. C.11.377: (? 16th cent.). 
Alexander Gallus. 
*Doctrinale. 
n.p.d. H.662: RD.1b: B.p.599. 
n.p.d. H.663: Panz.IV.81.40. 
n.p.d. H.664: B.p.619: Panz.1.456.20. 
n.p.d. H.665: RD.105*: B.p.320. 
n.p.d. (I.-Il.) HC*673+HC*696 : 
RD.69. 
n.p.d. (I.: HC*674+ 


HC*697+ HC*723: RD.68. 


n.p.d. (1.) H*675 


n.p.d. (I.) HC*656: Pr.2737: B.p.424: 
RD.70 


n.p.d. (II.) HC*698: B.p.q2r: 
VK.8o : 


1171: RD.9g7(2). 
n.p.d. (III.-IV.) ae: 
RD.84(3-4a). 


VB. 


*The whole of the editions of this 
work, whether complete or containing 


only one or more of the four parts, are 
but roman 
figures are used to indicate the parts eon- 


arranged in one 


tained in each edition and are 
immediately in front of the 
graphical references. 


laced 
iblio- 
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Alexander Gallus. 
Doctrinale cont. 
n.p.d. (II1.-IV.) H*725: RD.150 


(3-44). 
n.p.d. (111.-IV.) H.726: Panz.IV. 
81.41. 
n.p.d. 12. 
n.p.d, HC*75 526: RD.66. 
n.p.d. he ) 758: Panz.IX. 


315-4 
n.p.d, Th ) H.759: Panz.IV. 


B.p. 387: 13. 

n.p.d. C.11.238: 75. 

n.p.d. C.11.239: RD. 74- 

n.p.d. C.11.240: RD.4: B.p.623. 

n.p.d. C.11.241: Pell.461: B.p.599: 
RD.t1a. 

n.p.d. C.I1.242: B.p.624. 

n.p.d. C.11.243+C. it 244: Pr.g186: 
Pr.Tr.III.p.49. 

n.p.d. C.1l.245: 

n.p.d. C.1I1.p.296.245a: Pr.Tr.III. 


P.49. 
1.245: B.p.624. 


n.p.d. C.1 

n.p.d. C.I1.247: B.p.599. 

n.p.d. C.1I.248: CA*105: B.p.619. 

n.p.d, C.IIL.p.296.248a: Pr.Tr.III. 
p.15: Pr.8835. 

n.p.d. C.1I.249: CA*104: B.p.619 

n.p.d. C.11.250: CA*106: B.p.619. 

n.p.d. C.II.251: CA.107: B.p.619. 

n.p.d, C.1l.252: CA.108: B.p.619. 

n.p.d, C.11.253: B.p.619: Pr. 8830. 

n.p.d, C.1 


296. B.p.619: 

r.IIIL.p 

n.p.d. C. p.296. B.p.619 : 
Pr.Tr.III.p.13. 

n.p.d. C.11.254: ILI.p.296: Pr.8832: 
B.p.619: Pr. III.p.14. 

n.p.d. C.11.255: CA.109: B.p.619. 

n.p.d. C.1I1,p.296.255 : Pr.8833: 
B.p.619: Pr.Tr.III.p.14. 

n.p.d. C.11I.p.296.255a:  Pr.8834 
B.p.619: Pr.Tr.III.p.15. 

n.p.d, C.III.p.296.255b: B.p.619: 
Pr.Tr.III.p.15. 

n.p.d, C.11.256 : CA.110. 

n.p.d, C.11.257: CA*g8: B.p.619. 

n.p.d, C.11.258: CA.Supp.III1.98a: 
B.p.619: Pr.Tr.III.p.9. 


n.p.d, C.11.259: CA*103: B.p.619. 
n.p.d. C.11.260: CA*1or: B.p.619. 
np.d, C.1I.261: CA*1o2: B.p.619. 
n.p.d. C.11.262: CA*gg9: B.p.619. 


n.p.d. C.11.263: CA.100: B.p.619. 
n.p.d. C.II.264: Pr.8824. 
n.p.d, C.III.p.297.264a:  Pr.8823: 
B.p.619: Pr.Tr.III.p.10: 
-Facs.21. 


Alexander Gallus. 
Doctrinale cont. 

n.pd. C.11.283: RD.14. 

n.p.d, C.I1.284: B.p.660: RD.29. 

n.p.d, (I.-I1.) C.11.318: RD.7. 

n.p.d. (1.-I1.) C.1I.319: RD.15*. 

n.p.d. (1.-I1.) C.II.320: CA.Supp.II. 
*115a: B.p.512: RD.104. 

n.p.d. (1.-II.) C.11.322: B.p.357: 
RD.11: VB.1448. 

n.p.d, (II.) C.III.p.297.b.337: Pr. 
8901: B.p.594: Pr.Tr.III. 
.19. 

n.p.d. al) C.11.337: B.p.520: RD.52. 

n.p.d. (I1.) C.11.342: B.p.424: RD.76. 

n.p.d. (I11.-IV.) C.11.348: CA.127: 
B.p.518: RD.26: Upps.74. 

n.p.d. (II1.-IV.) C.11.352: Pr.3120: 
B.p.437: RD.150(3-4b). 

n.p.d. (IIL.-IV.) C.11.355: RD.77. 

n.p.d. (I1I.-IV.) C.11.356: Pr.3120: 


B.p.437- 
n.p.d. (1.) C.11.362: CA*134: B.p. 
416: Brad.Papers.pit.12. 
n.p.d. ql) C.11.363: B.p.361: RD. 


135. 
n.p.d. (I. II.369(1): CA*ro71: 
21: RD.162(1). 

n.p.d. ar) Pa II.369(2): CA*1072: 
B.p.521: RD.162(2). 

n.p.d. Pell.459: B.p.619: LD.1.(1). 

n.p.d. Pell.460: B.p.619 : LD.1(2-4). 

n.p.d. Pell.462: B.p.526: LD.p.498. 

n.p.d. (I.-II.) Pell.476: B.p.633. 

n.p.d. Pell.484: Cl. Poit.xlix: B.p.356. 

n.p.d, Pell.489: B p.526. 

n.p.d. R.App.11.376. 

n.p.d. (II.) VK.95: B.p.458: VB.804. 

n.p.d. Chant.55. 

n.p.d. (1.: I1.: II.-IV.) RD.67. 

n.p.d. RD.153(3a). 

n.p.d. 

np.d. WP. 389. 

n.d. Dev. (I.: U1.) HC.14760:7B.p 
520: RD.39: CA.117 (Pt. 
only): VB.4852-4853. 

n.d. Dev. RD ns C.Il.301: B.p.518: 


n.d. Dev. ap 308: CA.119: 
B.p.361: RD.88(r1). 

n.d. Dev. (I1.) C.11.336: CA.Supp. 
III.122a: B.p 520: RD.40. 

n.d. Dev. (II.) C.11.338: CA.124: 
B.p.520: RD.79. 

n.d. Hagen. (II1.-IV.) HC*732: 
(?=H.736): B.p.g421: RD. 


115(3-4)- 

n.d. [Kiln.} (1.) HC*677: B.p.652: 
RD.51(1) : VK.59. 

n.d. Kiln. (iil. -IV.) HC*727: B.p. 
552: RD.71: VK.93. 
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Alexander Gallus. 
Doctrinale cont. 
n.d. Koln, (111.-IV. 
K.g1: B.1000 : 


(3-4 

n.d. Kiln. tit, -IV.) HC*729: B.p. 
552: RD.84(3-4b): VK.go. 

n.d. Koln. 302: B.p.652 : 

RD.41: VK.58. 
n.d, -IV.) 353: B.p. 
RD.72: VK.94. 

n.d. Koln. -IV.) C.11.354: B.p. 
552: RD.73: V “1001 : 
VK.92. 

n.d. Kiln. B.p.552: RD. 
161: 

n.d. Kiln. im Upps.75. 

n.d. HC*671: B.p. 


D.78. 
n.d. Lyon 282: Pell.477: B.p. 


n.d, Nurnd. (III.-IV.) HC*730: 
RD.118(3-4). 

n.d. Niirnb. (IIL-IV.) HC*73r: 
B.p.455 : RD.108(3-4). 

n.d. -IV.) C. 359: 
Pr.2122: B.p.456: RD.134 


3-4). 
n.d. Par. Pell.463: B.p.565. 
n.d. Poit. Pell.483: Cl.Poit.lv: 


n.d. Rouen. C.1I.273: B.p.420: 
RD.80: 


n.d. Rouen. C.11.274: B.p.634: RD.81 

n.d. Rowen, C.11.275: B.p.507. 

n.d. Rouen. Pell.485: B.p.618. 

n.d, Tor, C.111.p.297.b.275: B.p.344 

n.d. Tose. Pell.469: B.p.522. (roth, 
cent.) 

n.d. Ven. C.11.281: RD.3. 

n.d. Ven. R.App.I.13. 

1472. Trev. HC.666: B.p.479: RD.2. 

1473. Ven. H.667: Panz.III1.99.136: 


B.p.623. 
1474. Ven. C.11.265 : Pell.464: B.p. 
624: RD.5 
1475. Mil. C.II. 268: B p.650: RD.6. 
1478. C.II.267:  Pell.465: 
B.p.385: RD.8. 
1479. 
B.p.397: RD.10. 
1479. Tose. C.11.268: B p.532: 
1480. : B.p.516 
P.239 


1481. Mil HC. 743: B.p.496: RD.17. 
1481. Trient. C.II.269: Pr.g464: 
483: RD.15: TF'S.1902. 


Alexander Gallus. 

Doctrinale cout. 

1481. Ver. Giul.8. 

1481. Vic. C.11.286: RD.16: 
VB.4582. 

1482. Ven. HC.744: C.III.p.238: 
Pr.5681 : Pell.470: B.p.625: 
RD.18. 

1483. Par. C.II. Pell.4g1 : B.p. 
413: 

1483. Ven. HC. Pr.4843: B.p. 
431: RD.19. 

1483. Ven. HC.745a: Pr.4770: B.p. 
523: RD.20. 

1483. Ven. R.App.III1.80 

1484. Mil. C. te i: Pell. 467: B.p. 
517: RD.2 

1484. Mil. C.II. 6: Pr.5947: B.p. 
516: RD.22. 

1484. C.11.287: Pell.466: 

634: RD.23. 

1485. 297.287a: B.p.468: 
Pr.Tr.III.p.62. 

1485. Ven. HC*746: B.p.350: RD.27. 

1485. Zwolle. C.11.328: B.p.512: 
RD.28. 

1486. Bas. re? + Pr.7550: B.p. 
322: RD.3 

1486. Bas. C.II. 289:  B.p.450: RD. 
30: VB. 

1486. Bol. R.App. 1V. 

1486. Par. C.Il.277: Pell.478: 
B.p.473. 

1486. Parm. C.I1.271: Pr.6863: 
RD.31: B.p.618. 

1486. Ven. C. 11.288 : Pr.4479: B.p. 
535: RD.30*. 

1487. 14761(2) : 

582: RD.35. 

1487. Anv. HC. 760: CA.112: Pr. 
9365: B.p.469 : 

1487. Niirnb. HC.748: Pell.471: 
B.p.386: RD.37. 

1487. Stras. (I.) HC.14761(1): Pr 
397: C.II.304: B.p.582: 
RD.36. 

1487. Ulm. Pr.2547 : B.p. 
648: RD.38. 

1487. as. Pell.472: B.p. 
1488. CA.115: B.p. 
469: RD.44. 

1488. Brese. C.I1.272: ¥°B.p.354: 
Ped.60. 

1488. Dev. (I.: Il.:) HC.761r: C.II. 


305: ._p.518: RD. 


45: HMT.64 


B.p. 356. 
n.d. Reut. (1.) HC*678: B.p.424: J 
RD.100(1) 
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Alexander Gallus. 


Doctrinale cont. 


1488. 
1488. 
1488. 
1488. 
1488. 
1488. 
1488. 
1488. 
1489. 
1489. 
1489. 
1489. 
1489. 
1489. 
1489. 


1489. 
1489. 


1490. 
1490. 
1490. 
1490. 
1490. 
1490. 
1490. 
1490. 
1490. 
1490. 
1490. 
1491. 
1491. 


Kolm, (I1.) C.11.343: B.p.652: 


RD.51(2): VK.73. 
Lyon. C.I1.278: 
B.p.394: RD.48. 
Mil. Pr.5914: B.p. 
438: RD.4 


Stras. (I.) ic. 679: C.IIL.p. 


238: B.p.399: RD.47. 
Stras. HC*751: 
B.p.399: RD.42. 
Stras. 
399: “RD 4 
Ten. 
617: RD.43. 
Cc. II. 
: VB.4 
B.p.359: RD.58. 
Kiln. (1.) HC.680: 
VK.60: RD.53(1) 


VK.74: RD.53(2). 


Koln. (UI.-IV.) HC*733: B.p. 


VK.88 : RD.53(3-4). 


549 
C.11.306: B.p.549 : 


VK 

Lyon. c Il. 279 : Pell.480: B.p. 
394: RD.56. 

Niirnb. HC.762: B.p.604: 


RD.54: Olm.57. 
Par. H.763 : B.p.473: RD.57. 


AM ) HC14764: B.p.424: 
D.55. 
(II.) C.11.339: III.p.297: 


B.p.359: Pr.Tr.III.p.33. 
Dev. -IV.) C.II.360: CA. 
130: B.p.359: RD.63. 
B.p.549: 
VK.75: RD.6 


RD.64 
Koln. ) B.p.549: VK.62. 
Kiln, (11.) B.p.549: VK.76. 
Par, C.11.280: Pell.481: B.p. 


473: RD.6z2. 

Reut. (I.: 11.) HC.672+HC* 
7oo: B.p.424 (Pt.2 only) : 
RD.6r. (RD.59(2). 

Stras. (II.) HC*7o1: B.p.399: 

Stras. (III.-IV.) 

B.p.399 : RD.59(3-4 
II.310: Bp. 399: 


C.I1.307: CA.118: 
B.p.519: RD.89: Upps.69. 

Dev. (I1.) C.11.340: CA.Supp. 
III.124a: Pr.8994: B.p.519: 
RD.86. 


Pell.479: 


C.III.p.238 : 
C.II. "Pr. 677: B.p. 
Pell.473: B.p. 
B.p.341: RD. 
Dev. (1. ) 14765: CA.123: 
B.p.549: 
Koln. (I1.) HC.699: B.p.549: 


5. 
Kolin. (it, ) C.11.344: B.p.549: 
VK.7 


HC*734 : 


Doctrinale cont. 


1491. 
1491. 
1491. 
1491. 
1491. 
1491. 
1491. 
149I. 


1491. 
1491. 


1491. 
1491. 
1491. 


1491. 
1491. 


1492. 


1492. 
1492. 
1492. 
1492. 
1492. 
1492. 
1492. 
1492. 
1492. 
1492. 
1492. 
1492. 
1492. 
1493. 
1493. 
1493. 


Dev. (II.) C.11.341: CA.125: 
B.p.519: RD.88(2). 

-IV.) C.11.349: Pr. 

B.p.359: RD.or. 

Koln. : 
VK.65 : RD.go(r). 

Koln, (i1.) HC*704: Pr.orr: 
B.p.652: RD.go(2): VK.78. 

Kolm. HC*705: B.p.549: 
VK.80: RD.84(2a). 

Kiln. HC*706: B.p.549: 
VK.79: RD.84(2b). 

Koln, (1.) C.1L.311: 
RD.84(1a): VK.63. 

Koln, (1.) C.11.312: B.p.549: 
VK.64 : RD.84(1b). 

Leip. C.11.331:B.p.447:RD.87. 

Niirnb. (I.) HC*682: B.p.455: 
RD.93(1). 

Stras. (11.) HC*703: C.IIL.p. 
238: B.p.3909: RD.82(2). 
Stras. (I1I.-IV.) HC*735: B.p. 

399: RD.82(3-4). 
Stras. H.764: Panz. 
1.47.221: B.p.326: RD.g2. 
Ven. HC.668: B.p.480: RD.85. 
Ven, C.II.294: Pell.474: B.p. 
477: RD.83: TFS.1903.k. 
Hagen. (1.) HC*684: Pr.3175: 
re p.420: VB.1170: RD.97 


Koln. (II.) HC*708: Pr.2075: 
B.p.455 RD.96(2a). 
Koln. 709: B.p.455: 
RD.96(2b 
= ). HC. B.p.549: 
D.94(1). 


Kon, aL 765(2): B.p.549: 
VK.81 : RD.94(2). 

Kiln. (1.) VK.67: B.p.549. 

Kiln. (I1.) VK.82: B.p.549. 

1903.4598: BM. 

Nurnb> tt) ) HC*683: Pr.2072: 
B.p.455 : RD.96(1). 

Niirnd. (I1.) HC*707: B.p.455: 
RD.93(2). 

Par. HC.753: B.p.471: RD.g9. 

Par. R.App.I1.377. 

(I.) C.11.313: B.p.514: 


D.98. 
Ven. C.1I.295: Pell.475 : B.p. 


347: RD.95. 

np. H.669: C.III.p.238: B.p. 
320: RD.105. 

Anv. HC.766: CA.114: B.p. 


493: RD.103. 
Anv.(I1.)RD.102:Panz.1.12.73. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


ooo 


NORTHERN COUNTIES LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


HE annual meeting of the above Association was held in the 
King’s Apartments at the Royal Pavilion, Brighton, on August 
24th last. The chair was taken by the president, Mr. Baker 

Hudson (librarian and curator, Middlesbrough Public Library and 
museum), and among those present were Messrs. G. W. Byers (Harrogate), 
the president-elect ; A. H. Furnish (York), and Butler Wood (Bradford), 
vice-presidents ; W. J. Arrowsmith (Darlington), J. A. C. Deas (Sun- 
derland), and A. Hair (Tynemouth), members of the Council; H. E. 
Johnston (Public Library, Gateshead), hon. secretary ; and Messrs. J. 
A. L. Downey (West Hartlepool), A. Errington (Batley), E. Green 
(Halifax), A. Lineker (Nottingham Subscription Library), Councillor 
W. Raworth (chairman, Public Library, Harrogate), and G. H. Wood 
(Wakefield). 

The retiring president, in calling upon the president-elect to take the 
chair, warmly acknowledged the excellent work of the hon. secretary 
and hon. treasurer, thanks to which his work as president had been 
rendered very easy and pleasant, and assured Mr. Byers that he might 
look forward to an equally pleasant year of office with the co-operation 
of these two gentlemen. In further remarks, Mr. Hudson alluded with 
satisfaction to the manner in which the Association was getting in 
touch with the younger members, and hoped that everything would be 
done to encourage them. 

Mr. Byers then took the chair and briefly returned thanks. He 
agreed with Mr. Hudson that a very pleasing feature in connection 
with the Association was the large amount of interest taken by the 
younger members. 

A hearty vote of thanks was next accorded the retiring president, 
on the motion of Mr. Butler Wood, seconded by Mr. Furnish, and Mr. 
Hudson, in his reply, expressed his great indebtedness to the hon. 
secretary for his able assistance and to the members generally for their 
kind co-operation and support. 

Upon the motion of Mr. Hudson the best thanks of the meeting 
were accorded to Mr. Johnston for his admirable services as hon. 
secretary, and Mr. Johnston suitably responded. 

Mr. W. Wilson (Gateshead) was re-elected hon. auditor, and the 
result of the ballot for the election of the Council and officers was 
announced as follows :—Vice-presidents re-elected en doc ; Council, 
Messrs. J. W. C. Purves, A. Hair, J. A. C. Deas, W. H. Gibson, W. J. 
Arrowsmith, E. Bailey, A. Tait, and R. T. Richardson ; hon. treasurer, 
Mr. Jos. Walton ; hon. secretary, Mr. H. E. Johnston. 

The annual report was adopted without discussion, on the motion 
of Mr. Arrowsmith. Messrs. Hair (Tynemouth) and Green (Halifax) 
invited the Association to hold their March and June meetings at 
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Tynemouth and Halifax respectively, and the invitations were accepted 
with thanks. 

The hon. secretary reported that the Council had again agreed to 
award prizes to the value of two guineas to the students in the Northern 
Counties passing with distinction in the Library Association examina- 
tions, and it was agreed that the subscription which has heretofore been 
paid to the parent Association be utilized for the purpose of assisting 
in the purchase of prizes in connection with these examinations. It 
was also resolved to ask the Northern Counties librarians to invite 
their respective committees to join the Association. 

A hearty vote of thanks to the hon. treasurer, hon. auditor, and 
the scrutineers (Messrs. Wilson and Gibson) terminated the meeting. 


MANCHESTER AND DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 

T the June meeting of this body, held at the Blackley Public 
Library, with Mr. Guppy in the chair, Mr. C. W. Sutton, chief 
librarian of Manchester, spoke of the enormous advance in 

American library administration which has marked the last fifty years. 
Before that time America was behind England in libraries, whereas 
now, as his lecture showed, America is leading the world in the fertility 
of new ideas applied to library work. The leaders of library reforms, 
Mr. Sutton said, were large-minded men who aimed not only at the 
uplifting of the profession of librarian, but of the work of the librarian, 
so that the library should become an indispensable educational institu- 
tion and a factor in the production of good citizens. The Manchester 
delegates visited sixty-six libraries, large and small, in different parts 
of the States, from the great library of Congress at Washington—the 
most beautiful library in the world—downwards. Mr. Sutton explained 
the American system of storing the books—in huge stacks of ranges of 
double-faced book-cases, seven feet high, with gangways along each 
storey. One curious feature of American libraries is the absence of 
newsrooms ; apparently newspapers are looked upon as neither of 
literary or educational value. There was one exception, and that was 
at Boston Library, where the newsroom was presented to the city. In 
this newsroom were over 200 newspapers from all parts of the world, 
and it was there alone (in Public Libraries) that Mr. Sutton was able 
to read the Manchester Guardian. 

The system of open access tothe shelves was found at most of the 
libraries. Lecture-rooms formed a usual part of the equipment of a 
library, and in some places rooms were actually provided where two or 
three students wished to read together. Library schools for the 
training of young librarians were common, and of course children’s 
libraries, with free access to the books, were nearly universal. 
American library assistants do not work more than seven hours a day. 
A system of inter-library loans is in operation by which a student, say, 
in Providence who wants to consult a book in the Chicago library can 
have that book sent to Providence for his use. There were also 
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travelling libraries—bcxes of selected books which were lent to schools, 
churches, warehouses, or even groups of houses. From the M’Gill 
University Library books are sent all over Canada. There is no Public 
Library in Montreal, because the Roman Catholics—who are, of 
course, the dominant element—do not encourage Public Libraries, but 
the deputation found a small town close to Montreal equipped with 
a beautiful library. 

Mr. Sutton described some of the great American libraries, such 
as the Congress Library, and the great libraries at Boston and New 
York. The Boston authorities are very careful about the quality of the 
fiction, and they employ a voluntary staff of trained readers who advise 
them on the quality of novels. The Newark library has a coflection of 
pictures from which it makes loans—lending portfolios of drawings 
and engravings on special subjects for educational purposes. The 
Carnegie Library at Pittsburg is notable for the great attention given to 
children’s needs. There is a training school for children’s librarians, 
and in Pittsburg they go so far as to take books out into the play- 
grounds and read them to the children. Mr. Sutton said he thought 
the children’s library was rather overdone at Pittsburg. In the Provi- 
dence Library there, one of the rooms is set apart for the best editions of 
the standard authors—a room fitted up like a private library. Among 
the more eccentric experiments was that one of the Buffalo librarian, 
who fitted up a tramcar to form a kind of travelling library. 


NORTH-WEST BRANCH OF THE L.A. 


HE Summer School, in connection with the N.W. Branch of the 
L.A. was opened in Manchester on June 24th. The first meeting 
was held at the Central Public Library, King Street, where the 

assistants were heartily welcomed by Alderman Plummer, chairman of 
the Manchester Libraries Committee ; Councillor Abbott, deputy-chair- 
man of the Committee and President of the North-Western Branch, and 
Mr. C. W. Sutton, chief librarian. Each of these gentlemen gave short 
speeches, Mr. Sutton sketching the history of the library in which they 
were met. Alderman Plummer remarked that the Association was not 
the means of achieving great honour or great material wealth. The 
things, however, upon which one looked with satisfaction in life were 
not the accumulation of wealth and the attainment of position, but 
strenuous work and those things which gave solace and consolation. 
These last were to be found in books, and they were at the disposal 
of the poorest. The Libraries Committee, he added, desired in every 
way to.make the School better equipped for the work its students had 
to do. Subsequently Mr. Sutton spoke on “ Library Routine.” In 
the afternoon, a meeting was held at the Municipal School of 
Technology, when Mr. E. A. Savage, chief librarian of Wallasey 
Public Libraries, read a paper on “ Popular Town Libraries ; History 
and Legislation.” This meeting over, the visitors were afforded facilities 
for inspecting the printing and other departments of the School. On 
June 25th meetings were resumed at the same place, and the subject 
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of “ Classification” was discussed in a paper read by Mr. Ernest Axon. 
Later in the day Mr. R. Ashton, borough librarian of Blackburn, dealt 
with “‘ Museums in connection with Public Libraries.” In the evening 
the Manchester and District Library Assistants’ Fellowship visited the 
Blackley Branch Library. Mr. H. Guppy presided over the gathering, 
and Mr. Sutton gave a lecture on the recent visit of the Manchester 
deputation to the libraries of the United States and Canada. On 
June 26th, another session of the School was held at the School of 
Technology, when the papers read were “ English literature, 1830 and 
1870,” by Mr. J. M’Gilchrist, of Wallasey ; and “‘ Books of Reference,” 
by Mr. W. E. A. Axon. At the close of the meeting a visit was paid 
to Chethams Hospital and library, and subsequently the visitors were 
entertained to tea by Councillor Abbott. 


SPECIAL PRIVILEGES FOR STUDENTS OF LITERARY 
HISTORY. 


WO courses of lectures will be delivered at King’s College during 
the winter session on Literary History, 1800-1850, and the 
candidates for the Library Association certificates will be admitted 

at half fees. 

At the Women’s Department of King’s College, 13, Kensington 
Square, W., by the kindness of the Principal, a special course of five 
lectures on the same period will be delivered by Miss Belgrave, M.A. 
(Lond.), during the Michaelmas Term. The lectures will be on 
Wednesdays at 3 o'clock, every fortnight, beginning October 7th. The 
course will not be held unless there are at least ten entries, and 
application for admission should be sent immediately (and not later 
than October 1st.) to the Vice-Principal at the above address. Fee, 
tos. 6d. A second course of lectures on General Literary History may 
be held after Christmas, if it seems desirable. 

My. Inkster has kindly arranged that library assistants shall be 
admitted at a reduced fee to a course of University Extension Lectures, 
at the Lavender Hill Centre, by Professor W. H. Hudson, on the 
“ Development of literatures.” The lectures will be delivered at the 
Battersea Town Hall, Lavender Hill, on Fridays, at 8 p.m., beginning 
on October gth, and the fee to assistants for the twenty-five lectures in 
the session 19038-g will be 4s. 


NORTH-WESTERN ECHOES. 


0 0 
HE annual business meeting of the L.A. at Brighton was a 
revelation to some of the London members of Council—those 
known outside London as the “ London clique.” The meeting 
showed a deep feeling of dissatisfaction and resentment at the position 
of affairs. ‘This was shown clearly by the way Mr. Dent’s resolution 
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and its supporters were received, and by the way the pedantic and 
ponderous nothings of its opponents were scorned. The tit-bits of the 
meeting were the appearance of an extinguisher from Newcastle, and 
Mr. G. T. Shaw’s sledge-hammer attack on the “ bogus ” resolutions of 
last year, both of which hit their mark so effectively that the crack 
continued to vibrate even after the meeting was concluded. 

Afterwards, enquiries were made (with the tongue in the cheek) as 
to the cause of all this feeling. Although the cause is well known it 
will be just as well to detail some particulars, because publicity is the 
best remedy for the grievance, and prevents misunderstanding. Briefly, 
the country members want equal advantages of membership with the 
London members. That is the first demand, and it will be reiterated 
again and again until it is granted. It is no use telling the provinces 
it cannot be because of geographical difficulties. Other associations 
meet that difficulty, and the L.A. will have to do so in the end. 
Secondly, the London Council has initiated and organised a splendid 
system of educational effort for the benefit of the staffs of London 
libraries, and has done nothing for the poor provincial assistant. It 
provides monthly meetings in London at the cost of the whole Associa- 
tion for the benefit of London members of the L.A., and has reduced 
the small grant it gave to the branches for the provision of meetings 
for the benefit of provincial members. The result is that country 
members have to pay an extra subscription for their three or four 
meetings a year, whilst the London member gets eight or ten meetings 
for nothing. The Z.4. Record is one means of providing equal 
treatment in the ventilation of ideas, but instead of this being done it 
publishes attacks on country members, calling them agitators, etc., and 
then suppresses correspondence from the provinces because it is 
personal, the real objection being that it is pertinent. Finally, the 
London members of the Council, those who have every opportunity of 
influencing and directing the policy and work of the Association, are so 
jealous of their power that they consistently oppose all the efforts of 
the country members to secure effective representation on the Council. 
Then they are surprised that there is any dissatisfaction in the Associa- 
tion. The fact is London cannot represent the whole country. 
London is a collection of villages, its opinion is ‘ cockney,” not 
national, and that is the cause of the mischief. The same difficulty 
would occur if the centre were at Manchester, Newcastle, or Glasgow. 
What is wanted is a democratic system of government, representative 
of the whole Association. 

Fortunately, the position of affairs shows signs of improvement, and 
we are marching in the right direction, the while we are focussing our 
efforts and gathering our forces. ‘The L.A. elections are a case in point. 
Those who have received country votes in any measurable quantity have 
been known friends of the provinces, or have promised to encourage 
and support country aims. In some cases this may be difficult to carry 
out, because of the different character of the parties from which support 
has been drawn, but the coming month will separate the sheep from 
the goats—and there will be another election next year. 
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One wonders what the L.A. Council will think of the terms of 
future resolutions of the N.C.L.A. It was evident at the business 
meeting what the N.C.L.A. thought of the terms of L.A. Council 
resolutions. The tables were turned very neatly. 

Dr. Baker’s extraordinary position in discounting sectional voting 
in the election of the branch secretaries to the L.A. Council, while 
taking personal advantage of such an arrangement this year, and in 
previous years, has made some people stare with astonishment. No 
doubt the cries of “quibble” which greeted his amendment to the Dent 
resolution at the business meeting, and the contemptuous rejectment 
of the same, had some point. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


o 98 


S1r,—I have just received a copy of the Class List of Best Books, 
and I should like to know what earthly use the index is to anyone not 
conversant (how many are?) with the classification of the Institut 
International de Bibliographie. In the light of this index a writer in 
L.G.O. now appears as a humorist. He says, in a recent issue, “It is 
an excellent plan to place a copy of Best Books in the hands of every 
committeeman : it increases his interest and the feeling of responsibility, 
besides throwing a little light on the librarian’s difficulty and skill in 
book selection.” In the /igA¢ of the B.Z. index this is very true! The 
writer, however, adds a word of caution, for he says that in the case of 
a small library “it is dangerous to follow the same practice.” Even in 
the case of a large library it would be as well before sending round 
copies of B.Z. to first ascertain the numbers of vacancies in the local 
asylum. 

Yours truly, 35. 548 (42): 92 N. 
Victoria Public Library, Brighouse, 


S1r,—While I do not think it vigorous enough, I am glad to 
see your note on page 109 of Zhe Library World, about the article 
on “The Historic Development of the Novel” which a northern library 
has reprinted without acknowledgment from the Finsbury Class Guide 
to Fiction. A short time ago I wrote an article for the Croydon 
Reader's Index on “Napoleon in Fiction.” This also an energetic 
librarian in the Midland counties transferred verbatim to his bulletin 
and signed with his own initials. Nor was this his only plagiarism ; the 
introduction to his bulletin, and several other parts of it, were taken 
with scarcely any change from the Croydon magazine. When remon- 
strated with by a friend of mine at the recent Brighton meeting, he 
clearly showed that he regarded his fraud as a smart piece of business. 
One would not care to be hard on a brother librarian, and I think the 
claim to original property in annotations is sometimes carried to an 
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absurd point, but works which are worth reprinting are surely worth 

acknowledging. Would not a librarian be justified, in any future case 

of such intentional dishonesty, in making the name of the offender 

public? W. C. Berwick SAYERs. 
The Central Library, Town Hall, Croydon. 


S1r,—We are sending you by prepaid express, a bound copy of the 
second series of the Classified Catalogue, for review if you think it 
worthy of that attention. The first series appeared in three volumes, 
April r1th, 1907, and covered the period from the foundation of the 
library, in 1895, to July rst, 1902. The second series therefore begins 
with the middle of the year 1902 and brings the work down to the end 
of 1906. The price of the two volumes of the second series is five 
dollars net. This makes the price of the whole Classified Catalogue in 
five volumes, including both series, seventeen dollars. As in the first 
series, it has been the aim throughout in this work to make a library 
catalogue suited to the needs of the public. A marked feature has been 
made of annotations, chiefly descriptive and explanatory in character, 
which are designed to add to the interest and value of the catalogue. 

Very truly yours, HARRISON W. CRAVER, 


Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, Pa. Acting Librarian. 
LIBRARY ECONOMICS. 


48. Reference Issues. The work of the reference depart- 
ment is gradually taking a more prominent place, and no longer are 
librarians content to have just a few encyclopedias and dictionaries 
accessible to the public. Open access in reference libraries is largely 
on the increase. Here it is we get the student-reader and his wants 
should be ministered to in every posible way. How many times he 
requires a book, just merely for one short reference! It is not only 
irritating, but it is also very annoying to have to fill a form, giving the 
title of each book required especially when wanted just for ready 
reference. The success of a library is judged chiefly by its issues, and 
this seems rather unfair to the reference department, because it is 
rather a difficult matter to obtain an accurate record of its issues. If 
the library is not “open access” then, by counting the number of 
forms handed in for books required, a correct total could be given, but 
with “open access” a different state of affairs exists. 

At the Finsbury Public Libraries when first the open access 
came into use in the reference department, notices were placed on 
the tables requesting readers to leave all books consulted on the 
tables. It was the work of the assistant on duty to go round, replace 
the books on the shelves, and record the number of books used. It 
very often happened that while a book was lying on the table it would 
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be used perhaps half-a-dozen times, for it was only at intervals the tables 
could be cleared. 

It was felt that in this way many issues were being lost; in 
addition to this the tables rarely presented a very tidy appearance, 
except just after the clearance of books by the assistant. 

The general feeling was that something should be done to try and 
remedy this constant loss of issues, and as a means to this end forms 
of the following description were printed : 


<.------- 34 ” > 


A 
FINSBURY PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
OPEN REFERENCE SHELVES. 
Readers are requested to record the number 
of volumes consulted in each section, as the inform- 
ation is required for statistical purposes. 
A. 
B 
> 
E 
F 
G. 
H 
J 
TOTAL 


The sections referred to are the class letters of the Adjustable Scheme 
of Classification, under which scheme the library is classified. On 
entering the reference library each reader is given one of the forms. 
The result has not only been very gratifying, but also very surprising. 
The number of issues, the record of which up to that time had been 
lost, must have been very considerable. We are now able to record a 
much larger issue, and certainly a far more accurate return of the 
number of volumes consulted in the reference library. 


Grace MACKENZIE, Finsbury. 


I 


LIBRARIANS are | MODERN 
requested to send | LIBRARY FITTINGS & 


their lists of “wants” to | APPLIANCES... 

J. PRESTON & Co., For illustrated pesgertne of the most recent 
con an @) A ond Book Resta an 

Se dh d ksellers, labour £ g f Shelf Fitting 


Supports, Magazine Racks, Self-Locking 


re A Park Rd., Clapham, Newspaper Rods, Number, Author, and Title 


Indicators, Number Labels and other of our 


LONDON, S.W. Library Requisites used in over 1,000 libraries 


and other institutions, apply to 


2,000 volumes of Fiction in LIBRARY AIDS Co., 


stock at reasonable prices. 29, Victoria Road. 
List on application. GREAT YARMOUTH. 


The Publishers’ Circular _......... 
and Booksellers’ Record 
of English & Foreign Literature, 


Should be subscribed to by all Librarians and Book Lovers. 
Annual Subscription (entitling subscriber to gratis advertisement 
in Books Wanted Columns every week) 10 6post free (Foreign 13 6). 


PUBLISHERS’ CIRCULAR OFFICE, 
19, Adam Street, Adelphi, STRAND, W.C. 


GALLOWAY & PORTER TOPOGRAPHICAL PRINTS, 
Maps, &c 
Approval selection of any County sent post free 
Second-Hand Booksellers, MALCOLM, 22, Silver St., LEICESTER. 
CAMBRIDGE (Eng.). WANTED—Chambers &  Fovar- 
PLEASE STATE WANTS. gue’s Library Law. Richardson's 


CATALOGUES ISSUED. Classification. State lowest price. 
Z., co Libraco Limited. 


Publishers’ Remainders. LIBRARY. Posrtion Wantep by lady 
with two years’ experience in charge of 


HENRY wW. GLOVER, small library. L.A. Certificates. Good 


DISCOUNT & REMAINDER BOOKSELLER, linguist. X., c/o Libraco Limited. 
114, LEADENHALL ST., LONDON, 
Large Stock of remainders, &c., in new PAMPHLET CASES. 
condition, at low prices LisT ON APPLICATION 
Catalogue Post Special Terms to LisRaco, LONDON, E.Cc. 
Free. Libraries 


Cataloguing and Research Work. 


An expert undertakes the cataloguing of general or special 

libraries. Early printed books a speciality. « Comparisons 

and collations made in the British Museum. Bibliographies 
on special subjects compiled. * Charges moderate. 


Terms on application to Expert, 36, St. Martin’s Court, w.c. 


v. 


LIBRACO PORTABLE SHELVING 


ON THE UNIT PRINCIPLE. 


“The System of Portable Shelving . .. (gives)...a 
maximum of accommodation at what looks uncom- 
monly tike a minimum of cost.’'-Daily Telegraph, Mar., 1908 


‘* Libraco’’ Book~shelving is the cheapest on the market. 
It is strongly made and easily erected. The shelves are readily 


adjustable to any height. 


A single bay Book-case, with £1 19s. Od. 


capacity of 270 volumes 


Two bay Book-case with £3 8s 6d 
e 


capacity of 540 volumes 


In use in the following Libraries :— 


EAST HAM SIGNET LIBRARY, EDINBURGH 
CROYDON BLOEMFONTEIN 
BUXTON NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD 


MAGDALEN COLL. OXFORD LONDON UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
ST. BRIDE’S FOUNDATION TECHNICAL LIBRARY. 
and others. 


It is also very largely in use for private 
libraries, among others those of :— 
SIR WILLIAM BAILEY Mr. JAMES DUFF BROWN 


Mr. L. S. JAST Mr. H. BOND 
Mr. JOHN MINTO, M.A. 


LIBRACO, Limited, 
60, Wilson Street, 
Finsbury Square, London, E.C. 
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FIRE-RESISTING SHELVING. | 


There is no necessity to-day to argue the superiority of 
Metal to Wood Book Stacks for the use of the larger Public 


Libraries. 


The cost of “LIBRACO” METAL SHELVING is so 
low (approximately the same as that of oak cases) that even 
the smaller Libraries are now finding it indispensable. 


FIRE RESISTING “Lisraco"’ StackinG affords security from 
fire for valuable collections of books. 


NEVER WARPS. It is not affected by atmospheric changes; neither 
warps in the hot weather, nor swells in the cold; and 
cannot crack, shrink or bind. 


FREE FROM DUST. It affords no corners for the collection of dust - 
is open, clean, and hygienic. ‘‘ Lipraco’’ Metat STACKING 
also admits of better ventilation, lighting and oversight. 


SAVES FLOOR SPACE. One bay takes up less floor space than wood 
case giving same book accommodation. The shelves are 
adjustable automatically to a quarter of an inch, thus 
allowing of no waste of room. 


Supplied in 3ft. lengths and in any number of bays. 


PRICES & PAMPHLETS WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION. 


LIBRACO, Limited, 
60, Wilson Street, 


Finsbury Sq., London, E.C. Ri 
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Library Folio or Atlas Rest. 


For holding books of reference, whilst reading or 
copying. Useful for the Reference Library and the Librarian's 
Office. 


Can be readily adjusted to any desired slope, or 
packed flat when not in use. 


Made in polished oak 
Price 18 6. 


Other designs and estimates will be submitted 
on application. 


LIBRACO, LTD., WILSON STREET, 


*? FINSBURY SQUARE, E.C. 
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ECONOMY 


Is found in the NUMBER OF ISSUE8 to ~~ 


readers which a given book will sustain 
in clean readable condition. 


Chivers’ bindings are adapted, as are no 
others, to the varying qualities and thick- 
nesses Of modern paper. Experiments 
will show that in their general use at 
least 25 per cent. of a library's piscine. 
bill may be saved. 


The surest way to determine the best 
binding is to select a number of books 


of varying qualities of paper and forward 
them to different binders for binding, 
sending some to 


CEDRIC CHIVERS 
PORTWAY 
BATH. 


Watch their service and discover whose @ j 


bindings allow of the most issues, 


Printed by MARLBOROUGH, au, & Co~ 53, Olé Bailey, Londo B.C. and Published for the 


Proprietors s¢ 60, Wilson Street, Finsbury Square, 
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